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Years of Danger (1933-1945)  

O n April 7, 1933, ten weeks after Hitler's accession to power as 
Chancellor, a law was promulgated with the innocuous 

sounding title "Law for the Restitution of the Permanent Civil 

Service."* One might at first assume that it was designed to lay 
the legal foundation for the dismissal of civil servants who, 

during the Weimar Republic, had belonged to a party of the left 
and been given administrative duties not on the basis of their 

training but for party-political reasons (such dismissals had 
already been practised by the von Papen government). But, in 

fact, the first sentence of w 3 showed the law's true intent and 

spelt disaster for German Jews: "Civil servants who are not of 
aryan descent are to be retired . . . .  " A more detailed definition 

followed in the First Order of Implementation of April 11, 1933: 
"That person is considered not aryan who descends from non- 

aryan, especially Jewish parents or grandparents . . . .  " As if this 

was not clear enough, further explanation was added: "It suf- 
fices if one parent or one grandparent is non-aryan . . . .  "Thus  all 

professors and directors of institutes [they were legally civil 

servants] who came under this law lost their right to teach and 

soon after also to publish. In April and May 1933 the validity of 
this law was extended to university lecturers who were not civil 

servants, as well as to employees and workers in public services. 

"The files say little about the suffering of the affected who with- 
out any preparation suddenly had the experience that the State, 

up to now respected and understood, arbitrarily destroyed a 

secure existence as civil servant or a promising academic ca- 

reer." [MusSGNUG/WOLGAST: 7]. 
What potential was lost to German scholarship by this law can 

be gleaned from the "List of Displaced German Scholars" issued 

* The title of this law, abbreviated to "Civil Service Law", illustrates a 
characteristic feature of many laws, decrees and orders promulgated by 
the national-socialist government: the terms were usually innocuous or 
euphemistic, designed to obscure the underlying purpose. As a result, for 
some time only those directly involved as executors or victims would 
know their real implications or dangers. Most of these laws were, of 
course, never publicly debated and could not be appealed against. 

A L a w  and  Its Consequences 

324 Excerpts from the Reichsge- 
setzblatt (Reich Law Gazette), de- 
creeing that all "non-aryan" civil 
servants be retired, including those 
working in an honorary capacity. 
It contains the paragraph, added 
at the wish of President Hinden- 
burg, exempting those who had 
been in post in 1914 and had 
fought in the armed forces during 
World War I or who had lost a 
son in the war. These exemptions 
were short-lived and, in any case, 
often ignored. The Comment to w 
(page2), shown in the lower ex- 
cerpt, defined who was "non- 
aryan" tracing it back to each 
grandparent. 
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325 Excerpt from the List of Dis- 
placed German Scholars, London 
1936 (Unpl.: unplaced; Perm.: per- 
manently placed; Temp.: tempo- 
rarily placed). 

in the autumn of 1936 in London, giving the names of 1652 

scientists and scholars who had lost their position and had thus 
been deprived of any possibility of earning a livelihood. (A 
second list in the autumn of 1937 contained another 15o names.) 
There were 58.4 % in the natural sciences (medicine 47o, chem- 
istry 185, physics 124), a6.5 % in law and political science and 
3.9 % in the technical sciences. The theoretical and applied nat- 
ural sciences were most severely affected (two-thirds of all those 
listed worked in these fields). Investigations in recent times 
[R6DER] have concluded that there were more than 24oo exiled 
scientists and scholars. "The loss of office and the exiling of 
scientists and scholars hit the scientific and cultural 41ite out of 
all proportion . . . .  In some disciplines almost the entire 41ite 
capable of originality emigrated" [MOLLER (1): 7]; e.g. political 
scientists, sociologists, dermatologists, immunologists, psycho- 
logists, and also art historians. Added to this was an incalculable 
number  of Jewish lecturers, assistants, examination candidates 
and students who, in consequence of the discrimination prac- 
tised at the German universities and colleges, had decided to 
emigrate. 

The proportion of Jewish authors and editors of book series 
and journals was relatively high in the exact natural sciences and 
thus especially in the Springer programme. The fact that in 
Imperial Germany Jews had difficulty in securing a departmen- 
tal professorial chair was often of some advantage to their work 
as scientists, because they did not have to cover the whole field 
of teaching and research. They were thus forced to specialise. It 
was the "new" areas, such as biochemistry, immunology, der- 
matology and venereal diseases, psychiatry, neurology, psy- 
chology and theoretical physics that provided opportunities for 
successful research [VoLKOV]. AS Springer-Verlag was particu- 
larly active in these areas, the exodus of Jewish scientists was 
most strongly felt. 

Gleichschaltung T h e  Laws of Conformity*, of which the first one was enacted 
(Forced Conformity.) . I k o n  March 31, 1933 and which, with the establishment of the 

German Reich (see footnote on the next page) ended the polit- 
ical independence of the German Lander (Provinces), also had 

* An example of making a law seem harmless (see previous page) by 
changing the meaning of an existing term. Gleichschaltung is a word used 
in electrical engineering to denote the changing or switching (Schahung) 
from "changing", i. e. alternating, current (Wechselstrom) to "even", i. e. 
direct current (Gleichstrom) (see Fig. 326). 
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serious consequences for a scientific publisher. It was the aim of 
these laws to organise all political, societal, cultural and scien- 
tific/scholarly institutions according to national-socialist aims 
and to subject them to the Fi~hrer (totalitarian leader) principle. 
Executive committees, boards and councils were no longer to be 
filled by election but  by appointment.  Many organisations, in 
anticipatory obedience, began to make themselves conform. 
The BOrsenvere in  (the German Book Trade Association) did so 
in practice as early as May 1933, and had definitely conformed a 
year later [BAuR: 179; SCHULZ]. Another example is the Verein 

D e u t s c h e r  I n g e n i e u r e  (Association of German Engineers), 
which even before 1933 had shown strong sympathies for na- 
tional-socialism [MocK: 57ff.]. Its council decided at a meeting 
on April 26, 1933 that any vacant seat was to be filled only with 
members  of the national-socialist party, and on October 1, 1933 it 
added the "aryan paragraph" to its statutes. The Deu t sche  A p o -  

theker -Vere in  (German Pharmacists Association) had laid down 
in its revised statutes on April 22, 1933 that only those may 
become ordinary members  who "in the sense of the Civil Ser- 
vants Law are German national comrades." 

For Springer-Verlag the course that the German pharmacists 
had taken soon meant  the end of its journal P h a r m a z e u t i s c h e  

Ze i tung ,  so successful over decades (see p. 12o), and also re- 
sulted in a marked reduction in the production of pharmaceu- 
tical books. Gle ichscha l tung  was accomplished under great 

political pressure. The July 5, 1933 issue of the journal contained 
the announcement  (without explanation) that its editor, Ernst 
Urban, had left after 33 years with the journal and been replaced 
by Conrad Skibbe. 

What was the reason for this dismissal without notice, after so 
many and such successful years .~ Urban, neither politically ac- 
tive nor "non-aryan ' ,  had in 1932 refused to publish a letter by a 
Berlin pharmacist in which the latter canvassed for the election 

* By using the term Deutsches Reich or later, more commonly, Drittes 
Reich (Third Reich) the Nazi government attempted to give itself histori- 
cal legitimacy through continuity with the previous two empires based 
on a unified Germany. The first, Heiliges ROmisches Reich deutscher 
Nation (Holy Roman Empire of German Nation) lasted until 18o4, 
Franz II having been forced by Napoleon to relinquish his title as its 
Emperor. The second Reich began after the Franco-German war (187o/71), 
growing out of the Confederation of Independent States, under Kaiser 
Wilhelm I. When the National Assembly in Weimar decleared the Ger- 
man Republic in 191% the term Deutsches Reich was continued, but it was 
more often referred to as the Weimarer Republik. 

326 Definition of the term Gleich- 
schaltung (From Der Grof~e 
Brockhaus encyclopaedia, 15th edi- 
tion, supplement 1935). Originally 
a term used in electrical engineer- 
ing - conversion into direct cur- 
rent - it was taken over by the 
national-socialist government in 
the sense of "making different 
sources of power serve the same 
goal" unifying party and state. It 
also meant enforcing conformity 
(i. e. "aryan" status and the lead- 
ership principle) within schools, 
universities, party organs, the arts, 
the press, radio, film, theatre, etc. 
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327 Tagesgeschichte (News of the 
Day), announcing the dismissal 
without notice, forced upon Sprin- 
ger-Verlag, of Ernst Urban as edi- 
tor of the Pharmazeutische Zei- 
tung on July 1, 1933, after 33 years 
on the editorial board, nearly 16 
years as executive editor. When 
the case was argued before the 
Labour Court, to determine the 
amount of  compensation owing to 
Urban, Springer-Verlag was not al- 
lowed to give the real reason for 
his dismissal, even though every- 
one there will have been fully 
aware of it. 

to parliament ofGregor Strasser, a former pharmacist and com- 
rade-in-arms of Hitter since the 192os. Urban had informed the 
writer that "party-political election propaganda could not be 
undertaken in a professional journal" [URBAN: 2]. Furthermore 
he had not dismissed his Jewish editorial colleagues. 

An ironic poem by Urban in the P h a r m a z e u t i s c h e  Ze i tung ,  in 
which he pointed to the need to read between the lines of his 
journal, was enough for Leonardo Conti, in charge of the public 
health department at the Ministry of the Interior [ScHRO- 
DER: 173 ]. He demanded that Springer dismiss Urban without 
notice, "otherwise a hundred [storm troopers], now at the 
ready, will occupy the publishing house," where the journal's 
editorial office was located. This massive threat forced the firm 
to do as it was told. Conrad Skkibbe, a colleague of Conti, took 
over as editor. As he had no experience of editorial matters, he 
asked the three "non-aryan" colleagues of Urban to continue 
working for the journal. 

At the end of 1933 Springer and Urban reached an agreement 
for payment of 45,ooo mark. Thus, under the labour laws, Sprin- 
ger-Verlag had to pay for the dismissal which it had neither 
sought nor could defend. Those truly responsible were not men- 
tioned at the hearing before the Labour Court. At the end of 1937 
Springer-Verlag felt compelled to announce that the journal 
would cease publication with the final issue of vol. lO4. 

There were also difficulties with other scientific societies. 
Thus the chairman of the D e u t s c h e  Gesel l schaf t  f o r  Urologie 

(The German Society for Urology), Hans Rubritius (of Vienna), 
announced in July 1933 that "the meeting planned for October 
1933 has had to be postponed indefinitely, as it is clear from the 
list of talks announced so far that there will not be enough 
participants to guarantee a fruitful meeting." [ScHULTZE-SEE- 
MANN: 95]. Some members had already emigrated, others were 
worried about exposing themselves by giving a talk after their 
dismissal, or they now lacked the means to attend. As there was 
no meeting there could be no annual general assembly of mem- 
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bers. On December 14, 1933 the Society's treasurer, Rothschild, 
and the Society's secretary, Arthur Lewin, were forced to resign 
their offices. The society had now in practice stopped to exist. To 
be independent of any influence from foreign members, a new 
organisation was founded in 1935, the Gesellschaft reichs- 
deutscher Urologen (Society of Urologists of the German Reich), 
which held its first meeting in 1936. 

The Berliner Gesellschaft far  Urologie (Berlin Society for 
Urology) provides a good example of the way in which new 
statutes were forced on members. Its council had resigned and 
had asked the urologist Bernhard Klose to look after the affairs 
of the Society. At the first main assembly after the national- 
socialists had come to power Klose read out the new statutes and 
requested that they "be accepted without opposition, because 
any change and every addition must once again get the approval 
of the government." Paragraph 6 of the new statutes stated: "The 
chairman must be confirmed by the head of the public health 
department of the Ministry of the Interior [Leonardo Conti], or 
his deputy, who has the right to dismiss the chairman at any 
time. In this case his successor will be named by the person who 
has dismissed the predecessor." There was no opposition 
[SCHULTZE-SEEMANN: 94]. 

Despite forced conformity and imposed statutes, at the var- 
ious annual meetings one could still hear words that were free of 
the spirit of that time and even stood against it. Thus Wolfgang 
Htibner, greeting the guests at his renowned pharmacological 
institute in 1938 at the opening of the annual meeting of the 
Deutsche Pharmakologische Gesellschaft in Berlin, said: "I al- 
most fear that the outer appearance of our institute seems more 
impressive than the inner one; in the kingdom of science as of 
the spirit deficiencies cannot be covered up so easily by a coat 
of paint." Finally Heubner commemorated a much esteemed 
Jewish colleague, after having first stated that "the question of 
origin and descent [of a scientist] is unimportant, compared 
with the question of the contribution" which he has made 
[STARKE: 26]. He did not name whom he meant. Today Heub- 
ner's words of appreciation sound rather cryptic, but at that 
time such words will have caused many a listener to hold his 
breath, in fear that Heubner may have overstepped the line. 

328 Wolfgang Heubner (1877-,957), 
professor of pharmacology, mem- 
ber of the German Academy of 
Science, edited Naunyn-Schmiede- 
berg's Archiv ftir experimentelle 
Pathotogie und Pharmakologie 
and the Handbuch ftir Pharma- 
kologie. He was a close friend of 
Ferdinand Springer. 

In the autumn of 1933 Johannes Stark (Nobel Prize in Physics, 
1919), who had been a member of the Nazi party since 193o, 
tried to enforce "conformity" on a whole branch of publishing. 
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3z9 Letter from ]ohannes Stark, 
President of the Physical-Technical 
Institute of the Reich, writing to 
Ferdinand Springer on November 
14, 1933, once again inviting him 
to a meeting to discuss the organi- 
sation of publications in physics, 
in order to achieve "Gleichschal- 
tung". Springer declined to attend 
himself; Stark refused to accept a 
deputy. 

As newly appointed president of the Physikalisch-Technische 

Reichsanstalt  (PTR; Physical-Technical Institute of the Reich) he 
had demanded at the meeting of the Deutsche Physikalische 

Gesellschaft in Wiirzburg on September 18, 1933 % new orga- 
nisation of publication in physics." A few weeks later, in 
apparently identically worded letters, he invited, as president of 
the PTR, the publishers of physics journals to meet him on 
November 15, 1933 for a "discussion about the organisation of 
physics publications in his office." Springer declined on his own 
behalf, but requested that he be represented by Privy Councillor 
Karl Scheel, editor ofZei tschri f t f i i r  Physik. This was at first not 
accepted. 
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Stark, very sure of his position, threatened Springer openly in 
a letter of November 14, 1933: "I therefore expect you to send a 
deputy to the meeting tomorrow who can, if necessary, enter 
into legally binding arrangements. Should this not happen, I will 
conclude that you do not place any value on a connection with 
the Physikalisch-Technische Reichsanstalt  and that you do not 
wish to be included in the authoritative organisation of publi- 
cations in physics." Ferdinand Springer was not intimidated 
and renounced the sending of a deputy. In this he based himself 
on being bound "in the first instance to the leadership of our 
trade, the board of the BOrsenverein of the German Book Trade." 
In turn the Board received its directions from the Propaganda 
Ministry, which was responsible for the affairs of the entire book 
trade. He denied the competence of the PTR, which was subor- 
dinate to the Ministry of the Interior. 

It was Stark's plan to set up a central editorial office staffed by 
professional referees who would examine all manuscripts and 
distribute them to the existing journals. There was apparently 
some thought of later treating books similarly. The publishers 
were to pay for all this by apportionment. The main formal 
objection to this plan raised by the publishers was that it created 
purely anonymous contacts with the authors. A statement by 
those publishers who had attended declared: "The journals will, 
as a matter of course, lose their particular image and very 
quickly their special features." They also thought that the eco- 
nomic effect of such collectivisation would be "completely 
unpredictable." 

Springer, who was in constant contact with all those who had 
been invited, strongly advised against being drawn into any 
further explanations with Stark for the moment.  On the day of 
the meeting at the PTR, at which Springer-Verlag was after all 
unrepresented, Ferdinand Springer sent copies of relevant let- 
ters that he had written to Heinz Wismann, the official at the 
Propaganda Ministry responsible for publications and deputy 
president of the Reich Chamber of Literature, and gave him a 
topical example of how German physics journals could be en- 
dangered: In November 1933 the publisher Martinus Nijhoff in 
The Hague had announced a new journal Physica which, so 
Springer feared, "could become a threat to the world position of 
our scientific [physics] journals." 

Before the year had ended, Stark's plan had foundered on the 
resistance of the German publishers and the differences be- 
tween the Ministries of the Interior and of Propaganda. 

330 More than half the articles in 
the first issue of Physica, published 
from 1933 onwards by Martinus 
Nijhoff in The Netherlands, were 
in German. 
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"Aryanisation" I n May 1933 the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arztebund 
(Union of National-Socialist German Doctors) had made an 

attempt to enforce "conformity" among the medical journals. 
This organisation had been founded by, among others, Gerhard 
Wagner (later Leader of the Reich's Doctors), Ministerial Coun- 
cillor Leonardo Conti and Kurt Klare, a medical practitioner7 ~ 
On May 15, 1933 Klare had asked Springer-Verlag to send a fully 
empowered representative to a meeting the next day at the 
Prussian Ministry of the Interior. The purpose of the discussion 
was the "implementation of Gleichschaltung [enforced confor- 
mity] by the medical trade press." Incidentally, this was the only 
time during the many months of discussions that the term 
Gleichschaltung was used. Actually it was all about reducing the 
proportion of contributions by Jewish authors and the "ary- 
anisation" of editorial boards, for which there were as yet no 
legal grounds. 

At the end of May 1933 the Nazi authorities let it be known 
that, if the firm were unwilling to "aryanise" its medical jour- 
nals, it had been planned, everything else failing, to boycott 
these journals. Other publishers had readily accepted this pro- 
posals. In the course of the negotiations, which extended over 
several months, the firm ultimately saw itself forced to let some 
of its editors go. This was made a little easier because numerous 
scientists had already been retired or had emigrated under ever 
increasing pressure. 

After clearing the matter with Gerhard Wagner, Reichsiirzte- 

fi~hrer (Leader of the Reich's Doctors), Klare demanded "that 
quite soon the last of the Jewish colleagues still active on edi- 
torial boards and as collaborators on journals published by 
Springer-Verlag be removed, because this cleansing is being 
urged by higher authorities." 

331 Request by Kurt Klare to 
Springer-Verlag to send an author- 
ised representative to the Reich 
Ministry of the Interior to discuss 
"the implementation of Gleich- 
schaltung [forced conformity] of 
the specialised medical press". 
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On December 7, 1933 Klare requested that the firm undertake 
"as soon as possible, to change the editorial board of the 

Deutsche Zeitschrift  fi~r die gesamte gerichtliche Mediz in  (Ger- 
man Journal for the Whole of Forensic Medicine), because the 
two editors, Fraenckel and Straflmann, could not be kept on. 
Negotiations had so far been handled by Victor Salle, who was 
in charge of the medical section within Springer-Verlag. But 
the time had now come for the publisher himself to intervene, 
and Ferdinand Springer wrote to Klare on December 11, 1933: 
"Fraenckel continues to remain in office as member  of the 
Forensic Commission for Berlin, which is responsible to the 
Prussian Ministry of the Interior. He fought as a soldier at the 
front in the war . . . .  Old Privy Councillor Fritz Straflmann [75 
years old at that time] is a gravely ill man and is expected to live 
just a few more months. I would leave it to your judgment,  
whether this short time should not be awaited or whether one 
should really ask him to resign, this man who is the founder of 
German forensic medicine and to this day highly respected here 
and abroad." Both these names remained on the title page until 
1935/36. 71 

332 Victor Salle, Springer's medical 
adviser, carried the burden of the 
many months of hard negotiations 
with Kurt Klare who was "The Re- 
presentative of the Leader of Ger- 
man Doctors for the Specialist Me- 
dical Press". 

I n some cases Springer succeeded in delaying the dismissal of 
Jewish editors, but  he could not prevent it. More than 5o 

journal editors were forced to leave their position with Sprin- 
ger-Verlag. As it is impossible here to follow individually their 
further fate, one example may serve for others. Arnold Berliner, 

who founded the journal Die Naturwissenschaf ten in 1913 and 
had been its senior editor since then (see p. 192) had to stop 
working for the journal on August 13, 1935. Springer had man- 
aged to keep him longer than some other editors, but Berliner's 
wish to lead the editorial board for a quarter of a century, until 
the end of 1937, could not be fulfilled. 

The campaign against Berliner had started in 1934. The name 
of a possible successor was even being whispered outside Sprin- 
ger-Verlag. Thus Prof. Ubbelohde of the Technische Hochschule 

(College of Technology) Berlin had made corresponding pro- 
posals to the Rector on January 14, 1935. He accused Berliner of 
"extreme propaganda activities on behalf of the results of Jewish 
scholars" and pointed to Einstein's bir thday essay in Die Na- 

turwissenschaften,  "which can be considered as characteristic of 
the principle of mutual  praise among Jewish scholars. - It seems 
particularly disquieting that one can still read on the title [page] 

Loss o f  Authors~Editors 
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333 Until 1935/36 Ferdinand Sprin- 
ger successfully resisted pressure to 
dismiss Paul Fraenkel and Fritz 
Straflmann as co-editors of the 
Deutsche Zeitschrift fiir die Ge- 
samte Gerichtliche Medizin (Ger- 
man Journal for the [the whole 
field of] Forensic Medicine). 

of Naturwissenschaften that this journal is the official organ of 
both the Gesellschaft deutscher Naturforscher und /drzte (Socie- 
ty of German Naturalists and Doctors) and of the Kaiser- 
Wilhelm-Gesellschaft zur FOrderung der Wissenschaften (Kai- 
ser-Wilhelm Society for the Promotion of the Sciences)" 
[BA.P]. 

The Kaiser- Wilhelm-Gesellschaft (KWG) had probably "pre- 
vented a fundamental transformation of the Society in a 
national-socialist sense" through its policy of "self-conformity," 
and in this way had remained largely able to function 

[ALBREGHT: 375]. Although it was known within the KWG that 
Berliner was Jewish, he had influential advocates (see below). 
However, some of the new masters found it unbearable that the 
senior editor of their organ was a Jew. Rudolf  Mentzel, in par- 
ticular, personal representative of Minister Rust and as such 
responsible for supervising research activities, found this ob- 
jectionable. Mentzel, professor for military chemistry at the 
Technische Hochschule Berlin and, from 1936, Johannes Stark's 
successor as president of the Physikalisch-Technische Reichsan- 
stalt (Physical-Technical Institute of the Reich; see P.33oL), 
wrote a memorandum on April 9, 1935, after a meeting of the 
Administrative Board of the KWG, that Rust's Ministry would 
welcome it, "if the KWG would find a suitable form for dissolv- 
ing its relationship with the editor of the Naturwissenschaften, 
Herr Berliner." This sounds almost moderate. But in a hand- 
written addendum to the head of the ministerial department,  
Theodor Vahlen, he was much clearer: 

I am of the opinion that it is simply unbearable that the official organ of 
the KWG is directed by a Jew. I am of the opinion that we as the 
supervisory ministry must put forward the demand, either: Berliner 
disappears from the editorship of Naturwissenschaften or the KWG is 
forbidden to call the journal the official [organ] of the KGW. I am in 
favour of immediate action ! [BA.P]. 

Max Planck's advocacy of Berliner had only a delaying effect 
until July 1935 [BA.P]. To prevent having an unacceptable new 
editor foisted on it, Springer-Verlag had to part from Berliner 

one month later. Soon after that, on September 19, 1935, Berliner 
went with his friend Max von Laue to the USA on the HAPAG 
(Hamburg-America Shipping Co.) liner "Berlin". Despite much 
pleading by friends, who wanted to give him a safe life in the 
United States, he returned to Germany, but  went back briefly to 
the USA in 1937, only to return again to Germany. The pension 



Loss of Authors/Editors 335 

of 900 mark, to which Springer-Verlag had previously agreed, 
was paid to him monthly until his death in 1942. 

In the first post-war issue of Naturwissenschaften (No. 9 of 
November 15, a946) Max yon Laue wrote an obituary of him 
which ended with these words: "Berliner ultimately got over the 
suddenness of the dismissal, and until the end he felt towards 
Springer-Verlag love and gratitude. But what affected him to the 
roots of his being was that his work was ended by force. None- 
theless he lived another seven years, ever more oppressed by the 
persecution of the Jews, ever more limited in all of his activities. 
He finally withdrew like a hermit into his fine home in the 
Kielganstrasse... hoping to the last for a turn for the better. He 
did not live to see it. When he was to be driven out of his 
apartment, his last refuge, he fulfilled a long-planned decision 
and took his own life [on March zz, 1942]." 

Once a scientist had emigrated the authorities were more spar- 
ing with their repressions. Thus the mathematicians Otto Blu- 
menthal (Mathernatische Annalen); Richard Courant, founder 
of Grundlehren der rnathematischen Wissenschaft (Basic Teach- 
ings of the Mathematical Sciences); and Otto Neugebauer, 
editor of the Zentralblatt ffir Mathematik and of the Zentral- 
blattfiir Mechanik until 1938, still had their names printed on 
the title pages of their journals and continued largely to perform 
their functions. Their payments as editors were transferred to 
them even when (as, for example, with Otto Blumenthal) they 
were no longer able to undertake their editorial duties. 

With regard to the book series, which as a rule did not appear 
regularly, there was usually more time before the editors had to 
be changed, and Springer-Verlag would often still meet with the 
editors, even though their work was curtailed. With regard to 
the series Struktur der Materie (Structure of Matter), edited by 
Max Born and James Franck since 1925 (see p. 271), the decision 
had been made earlier to choose someone to represent physical 
chemistry. Hermann Mark had already agreed to join in this 
capacity. But when it became clear in the spring of 1933 that Born 
and Franck would, in view of their impending emigration, re- 
main as editors for only a limited time, Mark hesitated. T6njes 
Lange reported on a discussion with Mark, who said that his 
colleagues at Vienna University would greatly resent it if he 
made himself available for the purpose of, as it were, Aufnor- 
dung (making more Northern [German]; i.e. less Jewish) of 
the present board of editors. A similar accusation was being 

334 Otto Blumenthal (1876-1944) 
was David Hilbert's first doctoral 
candidate in 1898. From 19o5 he 
was professor at the Technische 
Hochschule in Aachen. He served 
as the executive editor of Mathe- 
matische Annalen from 192o. In 
1933 he was forced to retire from 
his professorship and in 1938 from 
his editorship. He emigrated to 
The Netherlands in 1939, but in 
194o he was deported from there 
by the Germans after they had oc- 
cupied the country. He died in the 
Theresienstadt concentration camp 
in 1944. 
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335 Friedrich Richter (1896-1961) 
was asked in 1923 to organise the 
first supplementary series of geil- 
stein and in 1928 to plan the sec- 
ond one. As successor to Bernhard 
Prager (1867-1934) he eventually 
took over the direction of the en- 
tire editorial work. In 1943/44 the 
editorial office moved to Zobten in 
Lower Silesia and from there, 
shortly before the end of the war, 
to Tharandt near Dresden. 

directed at the publisher. It was only when Born and Franck had 
given their explicit approval that Mark agreed and persuaded 
Friedrich Hund (Leipzig) to join him. 

The Deutsche Chemische Gesellschaft (German Chemical So- 
ciety), as the official editors, decreed a new editorial board for 
Beilsteins Handbuch  der Organischen Chemie: Bernhard Prager 
had to leave in 1933, Dora Stern not until 1937. Friedrich Richter, 
who had been a member of the editorial staff for some years, 
now became the responsible editor. But the subtitle "Prepared 
by Bernhard Prager and Paul Jacobson" was kept until 1936 (the 
latter had died in 1923!). 

In some cases Springer-Verlag managed the problem by tak- 
ing the names of the editors off the title page. In the case of the 
Handbuch  der speziellen pathologischen A n a t o m i e  und  Histo- 

logie, edited by Lubarsch and Henke, the title page merely stated 
"In collaboration with leading experts." With journals that had 
the names of their referees as part of the title page - e.g. Nau- 
nyn-Schmiedberg's Archiv  f i ir  experimentel le  Pathologie und  

Pharmakologie  - it sufficed until 1938 to leave out the location of 
the referees (Istanbul, Prague or London) lest it should arouse 
suspicion. After that year referees were no longer named 
[STARKE: 27]. 

The Wissenschaftliche Abhand lungen  der Physikalisch- Tech- 

nischen Reichsanstal t  (Scientific Reports of the Physical-Tech- 
nical Institute of the Reich, see p. 33o), which Springer-Verlag 
had taken over in 1894, from its first volume onwards, was also 
lost at this time. As Johannes Stark, who had been president of 
the Institute since April 1933, was a declared enemy of Springer- 
Verlag, only the volume for 1934, already in preparation, was still 
brought out by Springer. Subsequent volumes were published 
by S. Hirzel Verlag in Leipzig. 

It is not possible to determine even approximately to what 
extent Springer-Verlag was hit by the driving out of Jewish 
scientists. In G6ttingen alone nine authors lost their right to 
teach [BECKER: 493 ft.]. In letters to Springer-Verlag these events 
were usually only addressed in rather cryptic terms, because of 
the feared censorship. Often previous discussion was alluded to 
or a meeting arranged, but understandably there were no writ- 
ten notes about any of this. The expulsion of eminent Jewish 
scientists has been often described, sometimes by themselves 
(e.g. Max Born, Richard Courant, James Franck, Fritz Haber, 
Rudolf Nissen, Richard Willst~itter). Here just one example will 
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be given, of a young scientist who was just at the beginning of a 
scientific career: 

Willy Prager (19o3-198o) was Dozent (lecturer) at the Institut 
fiir angewandte Mechanik (Applied Mechanics) in G6ttingen. In 
the spring of 1931 he had a discussion with Springer-Verlag 
about a book by him on mathematical instruments, which was 
to be published in the series Grundlehren der mathematischen 

Wissenschafien (Basic Teaching of the Mathematical Sciences). 
The contract was ready at the beginning of June 1931. There were 
further discussions about a book Dynamik der Stabwerke (Dy- 
namics of Rod Lattices), which he was going to write with Kurt 
Hohenemser,  and a third one on photoelastic methods, by Pra- 
ger and his assistant Gustav Mesmer. The manuscript  for the 
latter was to be ready by May 1, 1934 at the latest. Prager was 
anxious to speed up completion because he had just been called 
to head the department  of mechanics at the Technische Hoch- 

schule Karlsruhe. 
On April 1, 1933 Prager informed Julius Springer that the 

government of Baden had withdrawn his appointment at Karls- 
ruhe in conformity with the law of March z8, 1933. He had 
already given up his apartment in G6ttingen and the removal to 
Karlsruhe had been ordered. All arrangements had to be can- 
celled. Of course, he was going to try and obtain "compensation 
for all the, at present incalculable, damage." Springer was able to 
help him over the transitional period, particularly as Dynamik 

der Stabwerke was already in production. (The book came out in 
October 1933.) For the moment  no thought could be given to the 
manuscript  about photoelastic methods. Prager found a posi- 
tion with the Fieseler Works (builders of aircraft, later devel- 
opers of the Va) in Kassel, where his co-author Hohenemser had 
in the meantime also found employment.  But that same summer  
Prager was appointed to the chair of applied mathematics and 
mechanics in Istanbu172, a post which he took up in December 

1933. 
Mesmer, too, was unable to keep to his deadline: "As a result 

of the events of the past year and the obligations and difficulties 
connected with them," he wrote to Springer on March 22, 1934, 
"I was for many months not in a position to get on with my work 
on the book." Mesmer assumed that Prager would now drop 
out. But Springer encouraged Prager to carry on and postponed 
the date of manuscript  delivery to May 1, 1935, which he ac- 
cepted. But as he had only his own and the "rather extensive 

336 Johannes Stark greatly re- 
sented that the Scientific Reports 
(title page of Vol. XVII shown 
here) of the Physikalisch-Tech- 
nische Reichsanstalt, of which he 
was the head, should continue to 
be published by the "non-aryan" 
Springer-VerIag and forced a 
change of publisher. 
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337 The book Dynamik der Stab- 
werke: Eine Schwingungslehre fiir 
Bauingenieure (Dynamics of Rod 
Lattices: An Instructional Treatise 
On Oscillations for Construction 
Engineers) by Kurt Hohenemser 
and Willy Prager was published in 
1933, while Prager was preparing 
to emigrate to Turkey. 

library" of the mathematician Richard yon Mises, who had also 
emigrated to Istanbul, Springer arranged for a different division 
of topics. 

A year later, on May 3, 1935, Mesmer wrote to Springer that 
Prager had learned from the Turkish press that publication by 
Jewish authors was now banned in Germany. If this were so, he 
would refuse to enrich the literature of a country where such 
decrees could be issued without generating the sharpest protest 
by every educated person. Prager asked for an explanation. In 
reply Springer cited an Order of the Reich Ministry of the In- 
terior of November 14, 193473 according to which scientific 
literature was not subordinate to the Reich Chamber of Liter- 
ature and was not included. "Professor Prager can therefore 
without challenge appear as co-editor." One cannot now be 
certain whether Springer replied to Mesmer, because he feared 
censorship or because this was Prager's wish. It is impossible to 
say whether Prager was encouraged by the ministerial order, 
which had been quoted to him in full. Furthermore, the refer- 
ence that the Reich Chamber of Literature was not in charge of 
scientific literature could in no circumstances be taken as per- 
mission for publication. Finally Prager proposed that the book 
should be published by the Viennese Springer-Verlag, an idea to 
which Springer was not averse. But in the end Prager did not 
want to write for a German publisher any longer. Mesmer knew 
of a "strong emotional inner distaste." "Again and again he 
[Prager] feels so repelled - especially by the news in the [Tur- 
kish] press and the personal experiences of, e. g. Prof. yon Mises 
with [a Leipzig publisher] - and injured in his pride so that as 
a matter of principle he refuses collaboration more and 
more." 

In an internal memorandum of October 18, 1935 Springer 
records laconically: "Mesmer cannot any longer bring out the 
Spannungsoptifi (Stress optics) with Professor Prager, because 
according to a consultation with his Rector [University Chan- 
cellor] he would as a civil servant expect difficulties . . . .  " Eight 
days earlier Julius Springer had to give up his co-ownership of 
the firm (see p. 345), and he informed Mesmer on October 24, 
1935, "that the arrangements between us are binding for the 
Julius Springer Verlag." Spannungsoptik was finally published 
in 1939, with Mesmer as the sole author. In his preface he thanks 
"Prof. Dr. Ing. W. Prager (Istanbul) 74 for his initial suggestion of 
this book." 
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Until 1935 there was still uncertainty whether or which ]ewish 
scientists were banned from publishing. Springer-Verlag there- 
fore followed the basic rule that what is not forbidden is allowed. 
Those books which were in production were completed. As a 
result, 1934 saw the publication of revisions of  Arnold Berliner's 
textbook of physics and Rudolf  H6ber 's  textbook of human 
physiology, 1935 Erwin Straus's Vorn Sinn der Sinne (Meaning of 
the Senses) and Der Au foau  der A t o m k e r n e  (Structure of the 
Atomic Nuclei) by Lise Meitner and Max Delbrtick. 

Rudolf  H6ber  had already been dismissed in April 1933 on the 
basis of the Civil Service Law (cf. p. 325). He had first emigrated 
to England, but  a year later he was appointed professor of phy- 
siology at the School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania in 
Philadelphia. The 1934 edition of his textbook, 4ooo copies of 
which were printed, continued to sell quite well and was ex- 
pected to be sold out by the autumn of 1938. Springer therefore 

asked the author on April 4, 1937 to prepare a new edition and 
requested a manuscript  completion date of April 1,1938. A print- 
run of 4ooo copies was planned. 

On April 9, 1938 H6ber  informed his publisher that 75 % of the 
revised manuscript  was finished. The new edition would be of 
particular use because of his "four years of experience as teacher 
and researcher in a land in which physiology stands at a very 

338 Erwin Straus (1891-1975) was 
co-editor of the Springer journal 
Der Nervenarzt (The Neurologist) 
from 1928 until 1934. He emigrated 
to the USA in 1938. His book Vom 
Sinn der Sinne: Ein Beitrag zur 
Grundlegung der Psychologie 
(About the Meaning of the Senses: 
A Contribution to the Foundation 
of Psychology) was published by 
Springer-Verlag in 1935 (title page 
shown here). By 1939 it had been 
reviewed in 35 journals (including 
17 German ones). 

339 Lehrbuch der Physiologie des 
Menschen (Textbook of Human 
Physiology) by Rudolf H6ber 
(1873-1952) was still published and 
on sale, in its 7th edition, in 1934, 
when the author had already emi- 
grated to the USA. 
340 While Springer-Verlag was 
denied the right to bring out an 
eighth edition, the Swiss publish- 
ing house Stiimpfli ~ Cie. subse- 
quently did so, in 1939. 
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high level." Before this news had reached Springer he had to 
inform his author that "there was no chance that the responsible 
authorities would give their consent. ''75 H6ber now feared that 
the time-consuming revision had no chance of being published 
(nor he to receive payment), but another solution was found. A 
few weeks later he had a discussion in Philadelphia with Wil- 
helm St~impfli, publisher in Berne, Switzerland, who was very 
interested in a new revision. The Swiss edition was quickly 
produced, particularly because Springer-Verlag provided the 
new publisher with the blocks of the previous edition free of 
charge. A third Spanish edition was also planned, but did not 
materialise because of the continuing civil war in Spain. 

The 8th edition appeared in November 1938, but with a 1939 
date. At first it sold rather slowly, but when the supply of books 
from Germany became ever more difficult during the war, sales 
picked up. 

In the Labyrinth 
of Ministerial Responsibilities I f publishers of books and journals in the natural sciences 

could more easily escape regimentation than publishers of 
belletristic books, this was due not only to the ideologically 
neutral nature of such texts, but also to the multiplicity of 
supervisory authorities. Publishers were members of the 
Reichsschrifttumskarnrner [RSK] (Literature Chamber of the 
Reich), but their authors were not. For authors of belletristic 
publications membership of the RSK was a precondition of their 
writing activity. From 1935/36 Jews were explicitly forbidden to 
publish. 76 

The Reich Ministry for Science, Education and People's In- 
struction, directed by Minister Bernhard Rust, was responsible 
for the area of science, but hardly any attempt was made to 
influence the publication of writings by natural scientists. Al- 
though the RSK tried repeatedly to bring the scientific literature 
under its control, these attempts always failed, not least because 
of the inability to define scientific literature precisely. 77 There 
was no corporate organisation for scientific authors comparable 
to the RSK. 

There was, however, a controlling authority with which bel- 
lestristic publishers and those of the humanities had to fight, the 
Parteiamtliche Prfifungskomrnission [PPK] (Party Examining 
Commission). It had been set up on April 15, 1934 as an institu- 
tion of the national leadership of the Nazi party [BARBIAN: 
2o5 ft.] and its task was to ensure "that national-socialist ideas 
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are not contaminated by an unauthorised person or are finan- 
cially exploited in a manner that misleads the public." In 
principle its duties did not include the examination of scientific 
literature. However, it had an indirect effect on it insofar as it 
might be ideologically relevant. 7s 

On July 14, a937 the ministry made an "enlarged working 
agreement" with the head of the PPK, Philipp Bouhler, which 
related to all questions of literature within the competence of 
the Education Ministry, i.e. "the entire scientific and educa- 
tional literature." The office of Alfred Rosenberg ("the Ftihrer's 
representative for the supervision of all spiritual and ideological 
schooling and education of the National-Socialist German 
Workers Party") was also "a party to the above working agree- 
ment, in accordance with his [Rosenberg's] instructions," as 
well as the "other offices of the Party" ["Confidential Report" of 
the PPK of December 7, 1938]. It is impossible now to determine 
to what extent this agreement was effective. 

It is clear that there was a multiplicity of organisations that 
claimed to have responsibilities. If one merely knew the various 
decrees one might suppose that there was a perfect control 
system, but in practice the very multiplicity of supposedly re- 
sponsible organisations inhibited the effectiveness of the sys- 
tem. These different organisations largely busied themselves 
with "questions of demarcation." The seeming perfection of the 
system did, however, produce a strong sense of insecurity 

341 Organisational chart of the 
Reich Ministry for People's En- 
lightenment and Propaganda 
(sometimes abbreviated in these 
pages as Propaganda Ministery). 
Authors and publishers were part 
of the "Culture Area" lied into a 
seemingly perfect control system. 
Scientific authors were not in- 
cluded and scientific publishers 
"merely" via their membership in 
the B6rsenverein and, when they 
published periodicals, in the 
*'Reich Press Chamber". 
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among authors and publishers. To put it rather pointedly, 
the self-control of Springer-Verlag and any denunciations by 
"wakeful comrades" were more effective than the interventions 
of the censors. 

Special protection was provided by the president of the 
Reichsbank (National Bank), Hjalmar Schacht, from 1935 to 1937 
acting National Economic Minister and subsequently in full 
authority (Generalbevollmi~chtigter) over the war economy. At 
the end of 1933 the foreign currency holdings of the Reichsbank 
were nearly exhausted. Schacht tried to stop all actions which 
could weaken the economy, but especially those that would 
result in further reduction of foreign currency inflow 79, partic- 
ularly as exports had been significantly impaired by the earlier 
devaluation of most foreign currencies (see p. 324). At 6.5 mil- 
lion mark income from exported publications Springer-Verlag 
accounted for 2o-25 % of total German book and journal ex- 
ports [DRUCKENMOLLER: 27; HUNKE: 27f.]. 

A Jewish Publishing House ? T he first campaign against Springer-Verlag was started in 
May 1933, when the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arzte- 

bund (National-Socialist German Doctors' Union) began its 
efforts to "aryanise" journals. The Siichsische ArztebIatt (Saxon 
Doctors' Journal), published in Dresden, printed an article by 
Martin Staemmler about "Judaism in Medicine," part of which 
said: 

The specialist medical literature is almost exclusively in Jewish hands 
and is dominated by Springer-Verlag. Whatever is published nowadays 
as Zentralbli~tter, the large abstract-review journals, in which new 
publications in the medical literature are reviewed, is overwhelmingly 
a Springer product, and the numerous Handbooks, brought out mainly 
in the last decade, almost without exception come from Springer- 
Verlag. Probably nobody will doubt that a strong power position of 
Judaism lies in this, a position which is the more dangerous because its 
effect makes itself hardly known to the outside. 

Initially Ferdinand Springer protested against the assertion that 
his firm was Jewish. He pointed out that his great-grandfather, 
highly decorated, had fought in the liberation wars, his grand- 
father (founder of the firm) had for many years been a member 
of the council of the Sophien Kirche (Church) in Berlin, his 
father had taken part in the war of 187o, and he himself had 
fought in the World War as captain. Staemmler responded cold- 
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ly that it was not a matter of the religion to which one belonged 
but of race. The "aryan paragraph" of the Civil Service Law had 
in the meantime been given universal validity. 

Julius Springer (1817-1877), the founder, was like his wife born 
into a Jewish family. Both were baptised in 183o. Since then 
neither Julius nor his sons and nephews had any discernible 
relation to Judaism. The memoirs of Marie Springer (1877) and 
those of her son Fritz (1925) contain no word of their Jewish 
origins. 

The campaign against the Springer house was conducted by 
various parties and reached its first peak in 1935. "Aryanisation" 
of Springer-Verlag was vehemently advocated by Wilhelm Baur 
(1905-1945), at only 29 years of age the head of the Franz- 
Eher-Verlag, the official Nazi party publisher and since 1934 the 
First Chairman of the BiJrsenverein. He could count on the sup- 
port of other party functionaries in these activities. The Reich 
Literature Chamber conducted itself with surprising reserve in 
this witch-hunt. The reasons for this remain unclear to this day. 
Heinz Wismann, head of the department for literature in the 
Ministry for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda and also 
vice-president of the Reich Literature Chamber, had fairly reg- 
ular contact with Ferdinand Springer, especially in relation to 
German book exports. This was also true of Paul H6vel who, as 
head of the economics department of the German Book Trade 
and responsible for export questions, was answerable to Wis- 
mann. These contacts were quite normal, since Springer-Verlag 
had by far the largest foreign currency turnover and had rele- 
vant experience and connections at its disposal. However, 
malign publishing colleagues asserted that "the Reich Literature 
Chamber had in the last few months increasingly been taken in 
tow by the Julius Springer firm" [Theodor Fritsch to Hans Hin- 
kel on October 4, 1935; BDC]. 

It was especially incriminating for Wismann that his father- 
in-law Robert Hiissener had been "adviser" to Springer-Verlag 
since 1933. (Within the firm he was called the "Honorary Goy" !) 
Wismann justified Htissener's activities by his success. He had 
taken part in the "aryanisation" of the Springer journals and 
had, "on orders from the Chamber, undertaken to remove one 
Jew after the other from Springer-Verlag" [Wismann to 
Theodor Fritsch, on October 15, 1935; BDC]. This was presum- 
ably a protective assertion, because there is no evidence that his 
father-in-law had taken any part in personnel matters or in the 
enforced "aryanisation" of journals. 
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There were also publisher colleagues who felt the need to 
point out just how "Jewish" Springer-Verlag was. Even authors 
could have a selfish interest here, as the following example 
shows. A professor at the Technische Hochschule Berlin, a 
Springer author since 191o , informed the Reichsverband Deut- 

scher Schriftsteller (Reich Union of German Writers [BDC]) 
that he was thinking of cancelling his contract with Springer 
for two books. As, so the author wrote, a publishing contract 
could be legally cancelled only on compelling grounds and as 
in this case it concerned a book which had already appeared in 
two editions, a decision of the Oberlandesgericht Miinchen 

(Regional Court of Appeal Munich) on February 4, 1935 seemed 
to meet his wishes [Juristische Wochenschrift, 1935, p. 2215]: 

342 Decision of the High Court in 
Munich that cancels any previous 
contract and obligation, because 
"in consequence of the changed 
political circumstances, a publisher 
cannot for financiaI reasons be ex- 
pected to continue publishing the 
work of a Jewish author". Con- 
versely, an "aryan" author could 
not be expected to fulfil his con- 
tractual obligations towards a 
"non-aryan" publisher. 

The Court had concluded that "in consequence of the changed 
political circumstances" a publisher cannot be expected "to 
publish the work of a Jewish originator." [Therefore, the reverse 
should also be legal.] He had now heard that the "non-aryan or 
aryan attribute of the Julius Springer firm was at this moment  
being decided by the responsible authority, but it was feared 
that it was to be recognised as aryan". He [the author] thought 
that "the strongest opposition should be voiced" against this 
possibility. The letter went on to say that the Reichsverband 

would "perform the greatest service if it were to urge with 
special emphasis on the appropriate authority that the Julius 
Springer Verlag should be declared non-aryan, which indeed it 
is in its very essence" [BDC]. 

Springer, who of course knew nothing about this letter but 
well knew the writer's attitude, released him without argument 
from his contractual obligations. The author was quite prepared 
for another publisher, with whom he had already begun dis- 
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cussions, to harvest where Springer had sown the seeds. Sprin- 
ger did, however, worry that other authors might after this 

example want to coerce him into cancelling their contracts. 

T he September 15, 1935 the Reich Citizen Law (Reichsbfirger- 
gesetz), one of the two so-called Nuremberg laws, forced 

Springer-Verlag to make a grave decision. Julius Springer jr., 

co-owner with Ferdinand jr. since 19o7 and in charge of the 
whole engineering programme, was according to that law only 

Staatsbiirger (State Citizen, rather than Reich Citizen) with lim- 

ited rights. Only "aryans" could be Reichsbiirger (a new term). 

In terms of the law he was Jewish, as he had three Jewish grand- 
parents, s~ Only a few days after the law had been promulgated, 

on September 2o, 1935, the Reich Chamber of Literature de- 
manded of Ferdinand Springer the immediate removal of his 

partner and co-owner. Otherwise this would soon be enforced 
by the authorities [H6vEL (1):392]. A quick and mutually ac- 

ceptable separation was thus essential especially as, if enforce- 
ment was left to the authorities, there was the risk that 

Ferdinand's position, and thus the whole firm's, would be even 
more endangered than it was already. According to the Reich 

Citizen Law he was half-Jewish. 

On October lO, 1935 Ferdinand Springer briefly addressed his 
staff at an assembly and informed them of his partner's depar- 

ture: 

I have called you together to tell you serious news, of great significance 
to our firm. After more than 3o years' responsible work in the service of 
our old firm, my cousin and partner, Dr. Ing. e.h. Julius Springer has 
decided, for himself and his family branch, to leave our firm. 

... Of the men who have directed the fortunes of this firm, each has 
stood for the basic tenet that the owner is the first servant of the 
business. But none of us has transformed this principle into action 
more selflessly than my cousin Julius. At the very moment that he had 
become convinced that, by doing so, he could secure full recognition 
and unimpaired working conditions for the whole enterprise in the 
new State, he has voluntarily made the decision to leave and has carried 
it through. 

The whole world has acknowledged what my cousin Julius has 
achieved as a publisher in the area of technology. It will be very difficult 
to replace his knowledge and experience. One example will suffice to 
show how he has thought and acted for the social good in those 3o 
years: he celebrated his silver wedding a few years ago in difficult times 
[1931], not with a loud celebration, but by distributing a large sum of 
money among his co-workers who were in difficult financial circum- 
stances .... 

Julius Springer 
is Forced to Leave 
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When an officer drops out in battle another who is qualified takes 
his place without much fuss. In full agreement with my cousin I have 
taken my proven colleague of many years, T6njes Lange, into the 
German firm as co-owner. I know that you will all give him the respect 
which he can claim because of his achievements and character. 

When we part today, every one of you will speak about this event 
within you own circle. I would ask you all to exclude any sensation- 
alism from your discussion and to preserve dignity. I must also say that 
my cousin will still be active in this house over the next few months, 
with the full agreement of the Reichsschrifttumskammer, to ensure an 
undisturbed transition of the business .... 

Springer  had  in fo rmed  authors  and the book  trade,  by  means  of  

a circular,  on  the previous  day. The au thors  reac ted  with d i smay  

and also with concealed  anger. A letter f rom Richard Couran t  

sent f rom New Rochelle (New York) on  N o v e m b e r  6, 1935 is 

remarkable :  "As you  know, I have for m a n y  years  been  of  the 

f i rm op in ion  that  a publ ish ing  business  with the solidity, thor-  

oughness  and  generos i ty  of  yours  is an absolute  necessi ty  for  

343 Circular of October 9, 193s in- 
forming Springer- Verlag's authors 
and editors that Julius Springer 
"had decided after more than 30 
years full of responsibility and suc- 
cess to leave the firm", and that 
TOnjes Lange had been taken into 
the firm as co-oi~ner. The true cir- 
cumstances of course went unmen- 
tioned, but all recipients will have 
known that it was a compulsory 
decision, the direct consequence 
of the Reichsbfirgergesetz (Reich 
Citizen Law) concerning "non- 
aryan" owners of companies etc. 
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America." He asked Julius Springer whether he might not be 
inclined "very soon to come over here for a few weeks on an 
information-gathering excursion." He was convinced that Julius 
could quickly find out the difficulties and possibilities of a pub- 
lishing business. But beyond this, a stay in the USA was always 
greatly refreshing. "If I can be of any use in these matters, I 
would ask you to consider me at your disposal." It is not known 
whether Julius seriously considered this possibility. One reason 
to desist from such an undertaking was the well-founded fear 
that, ifa branch of Springer-Verlag had been founded in the USA 
at that time, the problems for the German company would have 
been even greater. 

T6nies Lange, a colleague over many years, who had had full 
power of attorney since 1934, stepped into Julius Springer's 
place. Julius Springer's work in the engineering area was now 
taken over by advisers. Ferdinand Springer was able to con- 
tinue, having on July 5, 1935 been given special permission, 
confirmation of which was issued on May z9, 1936, although it 
could have been revoked at any time [DAHM: 110]. 

344 (Bottom) The Betriebsbiicherei 
(Firm's Library), set up during 
those years, largely confined itself 
to literature on the book trade, 
which could be borrowed free for 
four weeks. At the end of the list 
were books in the group of "Liter- 
ature on Views of the World", 
which cost 5 pfennig to borrow. 

I n conformity with the Gesetz zur Ordnung der nationalen 

.Arbeit (Law for the Organisation of National Labour) of Jan- 
uary zo, 1934, the Ftihrer principle also had to apply to economic 
life. Employers were now Betriebsfiihrer (business leaders) - at 
Springer-Verlag it was T6njes Lange - and employees consti- 
tuted the Gefolgschafi (group of followers; form of address: 
"worker comrade"). In place of works councils, abolished in the 
spring of 1933, there were now Vertrauensmginner (trustees; men 
of trust). All this was prescribed by law and no firm could 
withdraw from it. 

Certainly by the time of the forced departure of Julius Sprin- 
ger from the management of the firm, all members of staff were 
aware of the fact that they were working in a business whose 
position was being eyed with suspicion by the men in power. 
About a third had been with the firm for longer than zo years, 
another 4o % more than lO years. They greatly appreciated the 
responsible social attitude of the owner, which had been in 
evidence particularly during the economic crisis. The security of 
the work-place and a good working climate largely immunised 
the staff against political influences. 

Most of the members of staff belonged to the Deutsche Ar- 

beitsfront (German Workers Front), the pseudo-union of the 

The "Group of Followers" 

of Springer- Verlag 
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345 Coaches lined up for the firm's 
annual staff outing. In 1937 the 
destination was AItenhof on the 
Werbellin lake. 

Third Reich. At first membership had just been "desirable," 
later it became compulsory. It brought advantages - for exam- 
ple, services and supplies by the state leisure organisation Kraft 

dutch Freude (Strength through Joy) - but was far from cheap at 
1.5 % of salary. Some employees were probably also members of 
the Nazi party or one of its divisions, but at no time was there a 
"party cell" at Springer. Owner and "directing employees" - six 
employees with limited and eight with full power of attorney - 
automatically, because of their function, became members of 
the Reichschri f t tumskammer (RSK) [DAHM (1): 73]. 

The working week was 48 hours; overtime had to be paid at 
time plus z5 %. The normal holiday allowance was ten days per 
year, but at Springer-Verlag those with five years service were 
given 15 days. Salaries were on a scale laid down by the official 
"Trustee of Work," with six steps. At Springer only four steps 
were used in practice and salaries ranged from 14o to 400 mark 
per month. Including everyone, from packer to book-keeper, 
the average was 225 mark. In addition there was a Christmas 
bonus, handed out personally by Springer, a custom which was 
retained until the 196os. 

Control Measures Until 1939 ~ p a r t  from the exclusion of Jewish authors, the controlling 
]kauthorities concentrated almost exclusively on the ideolog- 

ical relevance of the contents of the publications. There was 
always an ideological standpoint in the humanities, but only 
rarely in the natural sciences. Of course, even here there were 
sensitive areas, e.g. regulation of births and "race hygiene" in 
medicine and biology, which were supervised with suspicion by 
various institutions. In case of doubt manuscripts were passed 
on to publishing houses which were in favour with the regime 
and also had knowledgeable advisers. 

The lists of prohibited writings (not publicly available) com- 
piled by the Reichsschri f t tumskammer 81 only rarely contained 
literature in the natural sciences. Careful search has discovered 
fewer than 5o titles, i.e. three per thousand of all registered 
titles. They were mostly on topics of contraception, psycho- 
analysis, psychology or other items not in harmony with na- 
tional-socialist ideology. Yet titles which, even to the outside 
observer, appeared to be about the economics of rearmament 
remained untouched by censorship and also sales limitations 
until 194o/41. Of course, even at that time there were offices in 
industrial and rearmament enterprises to which staff members 
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had to submit their scientific writings before they could be sent 
for publication. This is usual with publications of in-house re- 
search results even in peace-time and still happens today. 

Numerous instructions were regularly sent for the attention 
of publishers and, especially, journals editors. Some of these 
were truly grotesque, particularly if viewed against the careless 
way in which contributions to military technology were hand- 
led. To give an example, editors were told in the middle of the 
193os always to give the German name in the address of foreign 
authors from places that had once been in a German settlement 
area. It was forbidden to write Poznan instead of Posen, Praha 
instead of Prag(ue), Bratislava instead of Pressburg. Springer- 
Verlag refused to force its editors to do this, as it was for authors 
to decide, since arbitrary changes of place names by the pub- 
lisher could well have unpleasant consequences for them in their 
own country. 

As for reviewing important contributions by Jewish authors, 
there was a simple rule: no positive interpretations. As foreign 
literature continued to be evaluated in Springer-Verlag's ab- 
stract journals until 1944, there are reviews of publications by 
Jewish authors in them, until the end of the war [KNOCHE 
(2): 272f.]. Their proportion may, of course, have been higher 
than can be counted by just looking at names. Also, foreign 
authors were not required to prove their "aryan" descent! 

S Pringer-Verlag's new price list, issued in May 1935, still con- 
tained numerous books by Jewish authors, most of whom 

had emigrated by then. 82 The names Arnold Berliner, Niels 
Bohr, Max Born, Richard Courant, Albert Einstein, Josef 
Jadassohn, Max Kurrein, Otto Lubarsch, Georg Schlesinger, 
Otto Warburg and Richard Willst~itter all appear. The offer and 
sale of books by Jewish authors in the natural sciences was still 
tolerated, because German science could not do without them. 
In addition, there were many books, e. g. Handbooks, with both 
Jewish and other contributors. 

The "Order of the President of the Reich Chamber of Liter- 
ature on harmful and undesirable literature" of April 25, 1935 
brought some clarification about the ban of scientific books. 
Para. 1 states that "The Reich Chamber of Literature has a list of 
such books and writings, which endanger the national-socialist 
cultural will." According to para. 5, "purely scientific literature 
is excluded from this regulation." It could be placed on the list, 

Forbidden or Tolerated 
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however, if the Reich Minister of Science, Education and 
People's Instruction so wished or agreed to it. 

There was no mention of Jewish authors in this first Order. 
The uncertainty which arose as a result of this has already been 

pointed out. It was not until another Order, of April 15, 194o, 
that - in para. 4 - it was mentioned that the banning of publi- 

cation and distribution of harmful and undesirable writings also 
applied "to works of full or half Jews, even if they are not on the 

list of harmful and undesirable literature." 
Random sampling of this list shows that none of the banned 

Springer books was on it and, conversely, listed books had not 

always been withdrawn from sales. Here are a few examples: 

Ernst yon Harnack, a son ofAdol fvon  Harnack (theologian and 

historian), a member of the Social Democratic Party of Germa- 

346 On July 23. 1936 Hanns ]ohst 
089o-1978), president of the Reich 
Chamber of Literature, wrote to 
Springer- Verlag protesting against 
publication of the book by Ernst 
yon Harnack, past member of the 
Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many, on Praxis der 6ffentlichen 
Verwaltung (The Practice of Pub- 
lic Administration). yon Harnack 
was "politically incriminated" and 
"known to be of doubtful charac- 
ter", not suitable "to interpret the 
administration of the national-so- 
cialist state", lohst asked "politely 
and urgently'for the cancellation 
of all mention of the book in the 
press and for the book not to be 
brought out (see text and Fig. 347). 
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ny since 1919, had been suspended in 1932 as District President 
of Merseburg on orders of the Papen government and dismissed 

in 1933 on the basis of the Civil Service Law. In 1936 Springer- 
Verlag published a book by him on Die Praxis  der Offentlichen 

Verwal tung (The Practice of Public Administration). Springer 

had at first sent the manuscript and later the proofs to an expert 

for examination, whose advice the author had followed. 

The book was published on July 7, 1936. Two weeks later, on 
July 23, Springer-Verlag received a letter from the President of 

the Reich Chamber of Literature, Hanns Johst, in which he 
stated that "according to his political past and his generally 

known doubtful character traits von Harnack is in no way suit- 

able adequately to judge the manner of administration in the 
national-socialist state." Johst admitted that he was not familiar 

with the book in detail, yet he must ask Springer-Verlag to stop 
distribution and recall all review and complimentary copies. 
The Deutsche B~cherei  (Public Library) decided not to return 

the book, as it had already been announced, but would keep it 
out of sight. The ban was issued entirely on the ground of 
Harnack's activities during the Weimar Republic. 83 No objective 

reasons were given. The book was announced in the National 

Biography and is not on the banned list of the Reich Chamber of 

Literature. 

In 1937 August Bier, a highly respected German surgeon, to- 
gether with Ferdinand Sauerbruch, another leading surgeon, 

Wilhelm Filchner and Alfred Rosenberg (friend and follower of 

Hitler) were the first recipients of the "German National Prize 

for Art and Science", which had been donated by Hitler after he 

had prohibited Germans from accepting a Nobel Prize. It was 
the reaction to the award of the Peace Nobel Prize to Carl von 

Osietzky, opponent of national socialism who was then a polit- 

ical prisoner in a Nazi gaol*. In November 1938 Springer-Verlag 
published Bier's booklet Neue  Gesichtspunkte  in der Vererbung 

*von Ossietzky (1888-1938), born in Hamburg, was a prominent pacifist 
activist, co-founder of the Nie Wieder Krieg (No More War) organisation. 
In the late 192os, in a series of articles in Die Weltbiihne, of which he had 
been the editor since 1926, he exposed secret German rearmament, for 
which he was sentenced to imprisonment for treason, but later am- 
nestied. He was rearrested when the national-socialists came to power 
and sent to a concentration camp. He was released in 1936, very ill with 
tuberculosis, of which he died. He had been awarded the 1935 Nobel Prize 
for Peace in November 1936, while still imprisoned, but was forbidden by 
Hitler to receive it. 

347 Ernst yon Harnack (1888 to 
1945), eldest son of Adolf yon Har- 
nack (1851-193o: historian, director 
general of the Prussian State Li- 
brary, from 1911 president of the 
Kaiser-Wilhelm- Gesellschaft). He 
was dismissed in April 1933 on the 
basis of the "Civil Service Law". 
On February I, 1945 he was sen- 
tenced to death as "enemy of the 
State"for his part in the 20 July 
plot against Hitler and executed 
on March 3, 1945. 
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348 August Bier 0861-1949), the 
successor of Ernst yon Bergmann 
from 19o7 until 1932 as professor of 
surgery in Berlin, performed ex- 
periments on himself in developing 
spinal anaesthesia. He also de- 
signed the steel helmet worn by 
German soldiers in World War L 
349 Front page of a leaflet an- 
nouncing (in 1938) Bier's book on 
new aspects of heredity, based 
on his on own experiments on 
"transmutation". It was against 
national-socialist dogma and deci- 
sively rejected by the nazi party. 

(New Viewpoints in Heredity). As his theses were in contrast to 
national-socialist teachings of inheritance, other publishers had 
declined to publish it. 

Bier and Springer were quite clear that there would be trou- 
ble. As Springer wrote to the author on October 5, 1938, "You 
have repeatedly expressed the opinion that the author and pub- 
lisher will be vilified because of this book. I think this is likely, 
but have no hesitation in taking it on, in the conviction that you 
have the right to express your observations and opinions." The 
very next day Bier thanked his publisher for being ready "to take 
on to himself the odium of the publication." When the book was 
published at the end of November 1938, Bier gave it a poor 
prognosis, "only because it does not fit into the general foolish 
talk of the present time." 

In the event, with reviews in 49 specialist journals, it had an 
extraordinary reception, which ranged from enthusiastic ap- 
proval via (scientifically based) scepticism to rejection. One 
reviewer concluded by pointing out that "in what (he) had writ- 
ten he had merely satisfied his reviewing assignment and would 
in no w a y  wish to declare himself in agreement with the pub- 
lication, quite especially of Part 1." Ideologically oriented jour- 
nals failed to review the book. 

In February 1939 it became clear that the edition would soon 
be sold out. Since the publisher was clear that the book had been 
firmly rejected by the party authorities (after all, it had been 
predicted), on March 23, 1939 T6njes Lange personally sounded 
out the Official Party Examination Commission 84 and wrote the 
following memorandum for his files: 



Forbidden or Tolerated 353 

Various party offices have considered the contents of Bier's book. One 
has refrained both from banning it and from publishing an opposing 
polemic in the relevant press. - Further reviews should if possible be 
prevented. Those that were handed to me by Department VII  have 
left there with the request that they be returned. - The print-run can be 
completely sold. There must be no second printing. - Announcements 
in leaflets should cease. 

On November 18, 1939 Springer had to inform Bier definitively: 
"Your little book is sold out; it has thus fulfilled its aim. It will 
not be possible to ignore it in the literature. - This fact is more 
important than the regrettable order that no new edition must 

appear." 
But Bier was not satisfied with this decision and wrote a 

personal letter to Hanns Johst (President of the Reich Chamber 
of Literature). But he was not successful. 

In 1937 Richard Courant, who had emigrated to New York in 
1934, and David Hilbert published the second volume of their 
book on Methoden  der ma thema t i s chen  Physik.  It was not in- 
cluded in the (German) National Bibliography. The controlling 
office of the Deutsche Biicherei (German Library) 85 had clearly 

thought Hilbert was a Jew because of his first name, David! 
Hilbert, recipient of the Order "Pour le m6rite" (Peace Class), 
had been issued with an unequivocal "aryan" certificate, but  not 
Courant who had emigrated. While the book, as mentioned, was 
not listed in the National Bibliography and thus considered 

undesirable, it still appeared in the Springer Catalogues of 194o 
and sold out during the war. In January 1945 there was even 
some talk about the need for a reprint 86, but  it was not to be 

called that. In the event the plan was not realised. 

35o Photograph of Richard Cou- 
rant. The second volume of 
Methoden der mathematischen 
Physik by him and David Hilbert 
was published by Springer-Verlag 
in 1937. Courant had emigrated to 
New York in 1934, and some na- 
tional-socialist authorities had 
mistakenly thought that Hilbert 
was lewish, because of his first 
name! As a result the book was 
not mentioned in the "National 
Bibliography" and was considered 
"undesirable". But it continued to 
be listed in Springer catalogues 
and sold out during the war. 

Another case, too, demonstrates how unpredictable were the 
banning practices. In April 1933 Georg Schlesinger was taken 
into custody on remand after some slanderous accusations. 
Thanks to the intervention of the Verein Deutscher  Werkzeug-  

masch inen fabr iken  (Association of German Machine Tool 
Factories) it was made possible for him to continue writing his 
fundamental work about machine tools and to maintain contact 
with Julius Springer [Spvm33off.]. The book came out in the 
autumn of 1936, in two volumes, at the considerable price of 147 
mark, and was sold out by February 1942. It was the only one of 
his many books still advertised in the catalogue for 194o. Schle- 
singer emigrated in 1934 after his discharge from prison, first to 
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351 Thanks to the intervention by 
the Verein Deutscher Werkzeug- 
maschinenfabriken (Association of 
German Machine Tool Factories) 
Georg Schlesinger was allowed to 
continue to work on his important 
book Die Werkzeugmaschinen: 
Grundlagen, Berechnung und 
Konstruktion (Machine tools: 
Fundamentals, Calculations and 
Construction), even while he was 
imprisoned on remand for politi- 
cal reasons. The book came out in 
two volumes in the autumn of 
1936 and was sold out during the 
war. 

Zurich, then to Li6ge, and finally two years later to Liverpool 
where he founded an Institute for Machine Tools. 

Royalties for Schlesinger's book, like those for other Jewish 
authors, could still be transferred without problem in 1937, but 
this became impossible after the end of 1938. Yet T6njes Lange, 
in a letter of August 23, 1939, still asked for an exception to be 
made in the case of Schlesinger. He had calculated that the 
foreign currency earnings of the book had been 3o,ooo mark for 
the year 1938. He pointed out that, if his request were not 
granted, Schlesinger "would go his own way in England and not 
keep to the publishing contract." In other words, he could - 
without approval and participation of Springer-Verlag - bring 
out an edition in England. As Great Britain was at war with 
Germany ten days later, no reply was needed. 

A Springer-Verlag price list for 194o contained an insert which 
gives 41 books that had "not been included [in the list] between 
June 1935 and December 1939," which is rather puzzling in view 
of the arbitrary practice of the book bans. It cannot have been 
lack of attention in preparing the list, which was always done 
with the greatest care, because it even contains some titles of 
books published in the 192os and also present in previous ca- 
talogues. It is particularly odd that not only prices but also 
weights were given, information that would have been useless if 
there had been a general ban. As the inserted list was properly 
typeset and thus will have had a sizeable print-run, it is likely 
that it was intended for export only. Yet none of the books was 
on the "prohibited" list. 

A Springer Journal T h e  Zeitschrif t f i ir  Physik, which had been published by Sprin- 
in the Third Reich I .  ger-Verlag and edited by Karl Scheel and Hans Geiger since 

1921, had very quickly become the leading international journal 
of modern  physics. Authors preferred to publish their funda- 
mental work on physics in its pages. At that time German 
scientists were among the leaders in this area of physics, and to 
foreign physicists it was considered an honour  to publish in the 
Zeitschrift, as it was simply called even by non-German scien- 
tists. What happened to this journal after 1933 provides an 
example which also applies to other Springer journals of that 
time. Between 1932 and 1934 it shrank from 59i4 to 4800 pages, 
i. e. nearly by 2o %. This had only a little to do with the political 
changes. As a result of devaluations of most foreign currencies 
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and universal complaints about the voluminous and therefore 
also too expensive German journals, the publishers had agreed 
to reduce the contents and thus the price of journals in the 
natural sciences by about 3o %. This pledge had been given to 
the American Library Association in Chicago, on October 15-18, 
1933, by Hermann Degener and Ferdinand Springer in the name 
of the B6rsenverein [KNOCHE (2): 262]. 

While the proportion of contributions by foreign physicists 
in its pages had remained unchanged at 4o %, there had been a 
significant shift by 1935. In 1932 American, English, French and 
Dutch physicists had published 93 contributions in the Zeit- 
schrift, around 41% of all those from foreign countries, but in 
1935 there were only 19, i. e. lO % of all foreign contributionsY At 
the same time, the number of articles by north and east Euro- 
pean physicists had increased from lO6 (46.9 % of non-German 
total) to 134 (72.8 %). Among these were (in 1935 !) 34 from the 
Soviet Union. 

Three years later, in 1938, the total page count had further 
shrunk to zooo, i. e. it had more than halved since 1932, while the 
proportion by German scientists had risen to 69 %. There were 
then only eight contributions from physicists in the Western 
countries, compared with 93 contributions six years before. 
Japanese and Indian scientists had now doubled in number (16). 
The German institutes of physics, especially those in G6ttingen 
and Berlin, had lost their attraction for physicists from the 
Western world. They now published in American, English and 
Dutch journals, which had increased in number  since 1933. The 
rise of non-German journals thus at least made up for what was 
lost to the German ones. 

In 1935 it was still possible for emigrated German physicists to 
publish in German journals. For example, articles by Arthur 
Robert von Hippel (son-in-law of the Nobel Laureate James 
Franck's, who had emigrated), still appeared, sent from Istanbul 
and Copenhagen. Contributions also came from Victor F. 
Weiflkopf, who was later to work on the Manhattan (atomic 
bomb) Project, until 1934. 

Einstein's relativity theory was by no means taboo among 
German physicists. At the 1934 Congress of the Gesellschaft 
Deutscher Naturforscher und Arzte (Society of German Natu- 
ralists and Doctors) in Hanover Werner Heisenberg explained: 
"The theory of relativity has.. ,  become a self-evident basis of all 
modern physics and, very much like classical mechanics or 
thermodynamics, is taken as a for ever proven part of the exact 

352 On February 28, 1936 Werner 
Heisenberg had published an arti- 
cle in the V61kische Beobachter, 
the nazi party newspaper, about 
the theory of relativity, without 
however mentioning Einstein by 
name [H~IsENB~RO]. lohannes 
Stark viciously polemicised (ex- 
cerpts above) against both the 
article and Springer-Verlag in 
Schwarzes Korps (Black Corps), 
the militant publication of the SS. 
It attacked Heisenberg for his as- 
sociation with and support of nu- 
merous Jewish scientists and (low- 
er panel) against "a new Jewish 
flood" through the publication of 
books (by "the supposedly 50 % 
'aryan' Springer-Verlag") by lews 
and "Jew Pupils". 
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353 The complaints of libraries, es- 
pecially foreign ones, about the 
high prices of German journals in 
the natural sciences and medicine 
surfaced soon after the inflation. 
According to the Agreement of 
Miinster on August 3, 1933, Ger- 
man scientific publishers were 
obliged to decrease the size and 
price of their journals by at least 
20 %. At the meeting of the Ameri- 
can Library Association (October 
15-18, 1933), Hermann Degener 
(Verlag Chemie) and Ferdinand 
Springer further agreed, on behalf 
of the B6rsenverein, to reduce the 
volume by at least 30 %. However, 
comparisons by American librar- 
ians, who had worked out the high 
page prices of German journals, 
had not taken into account an es- 
sential element in the price calcu- 
lations, namely the considerably 
lower print-runs compared with 
those of American society journals. 
Thus, print-runs of Springer Ar- 
chiv journals were between 20o 
and 400 copies (average: 275) at 
that time. Only such journals as 
the Biochemische Zeitschrift and 
Zeitschrift fiir Physik had signifi- 
cantly more subscriptions (about 
8o0 each). The announcement to 
the members of the B6rsenverein 
about the Miinster Agreement is 
shown here. 

natural sciences." Soon afterwards Berliner reprinted this talk in 
Die Naturwissenschaf ten [1934:669 ft.]. Occasionally opponents 
of the theory of relativity were given space in the journal. Thus a 
lengthy contribution by Karl Vogtherr was published in three 
instalments in Vols. 95 and 96, entitled "Simultaneity and the 
theory of relativity." In its preamble the author stated that "the 
theory of relativity has introduced a new concept into physics 
which, supposedly based on physical facts, also wishes to be 
accorded philosophical significance." There can be little doubt 
that with these words the author referred to the earlier talk by 
Heisenberg in Hanover. Karl Scheel, editor of the Zeitschri f t f i ir  

Physik, left Vogtherr's unusually long article to the judgment of 
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his readers who knew full well that a concession of this kind 

could not be avoided. 

The drastic reduction of the number of pages by more than 

half between 1932 and 1938, which went parallel with halving the 
turnover, and the lowered quality of the contents had noticeable 

financial consequences, especially as the fall in foreign turnover 

was more than proportional. 

A s has been mentioned, Springer production began to fall in 

1928 during the recession. Only 377 books were published in 

1932, by 1935 the number had fallen to 243, and in 194o it was 
down to 197. The reason was obvious. As a result of their forced 
emigration, the firm had lost many of its best authors. At the 

same time, it became apparent that many younger scientists 
preferred a less "incriminated" publisher. However, most of the 

authors of earlier days remained faithful to Springer-Verlag, 
and quite a few younger ones were added. 

There was also a lack of good manuscripts. In addition to the 

absence of contributions from those who had emigrated, the 
consequences of the "national-socialist revolution" now became 

noticeable. Thus Friedrich von Mfiller, editor of Deutsches Ar- 
chivfiir klinische Medizin (Archive of Clinical Medicine), com- 

plained, on October 24, 1934, in a letter to Ferdinand Springer 
about the reduction in the number  of submitted manuscripts, as 

was also happening with other journals, e.g. Klinische Wo- 
chenschrift and Miinchener Medizinische Wochenschrift.He 
thought that this was due to the "unrest in the hospitals, the 
numerous new headships and the demand on younger people by 

the S[turm]A[bteilungen] (storm troopers) and [compulsory 

party] camps." 

Bernhard Fischer-Wasels, editor of the Frankfurter Zeitschrift 
fiir Pathologie, expressed himself in similar terms on October 

27, 1934, in a letter to Ferdinand Springer: 

The cause, which I fear will in future have much stronger effects (since 
we are at the moment living largely off the oversupply of earlier times), 
is simply that hardly any work is being done any more ! Scientific work 
has fallen so low in the estimation of the relevant authorities that our 
younger generation, even if it had time for it, no longer puts much 
value on scientific work. The very good ones, naturally, despite ev- 
erything, still have the urge to get themselves a good education and to 
work scientifically out of idealism - but it has been made enormously 
difficult even for them, because there are demands on them for other 
things. If thorough radical changes do not occur in appointments to 

Development 
of the Programme 
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1927-1932 1933-1935 1936 1938 1939-1944" 

Titles % Rank Titles % Rank Titles % Rank Titles % Rank 

1 Medicine 905 34.5 1 226 30.3 1 238 30.8 2 324 32.1 2 

2 Engineering 864 32.9 2 218 29.2 2 253 31.9 1 421 41.8 1 

3 Law 
and political science 

4 Local government 
and political science 

5 Agriculture 
and forestry 

6 Physics 
and astronomy 

7 Biology 

8 Transport 
and communicat ion 

9 Mathematics 

10 Chemistry 

11 Pharmacy 

12 Natural sciences 
(general) 

13 Geology, 
meteorology 

14 Humanities 

1769 67.4 

162 6.2 3 

109 4.2 4 

85 3.2 5 

80 3.1 6 

78 3.0 7 

64 2.4 8 

53 2.0 9 

52 2.0 10 

51 1.9 11 

45 1.7 12 

43 1.6 13 

35 1.3 14 

444 59.9 

42 5.6 4 

36 4.8 5 

19 2.5 11 

30 4.0 6 

28 3.8 7 

43 5.8 3 

26 3.5 8 

18 2.4 12 

7 0.9 13 

22 3.0 10 

25 3.4 9 

6 0.8 14 

491 62.7 

23 2.9 7 

27 3.4 6 

5 0.6 14 

20 2.5 9 

14 1.8 11 

49 6.2 4 

18 2.3 10 

21 2.6 8 

9 1.1 12 

28 3.5 5 

83 10.5 3 

6 0.7 13 

745 73.9 

12 1.2 9 

9 0.9 12 

8 0.8 13 

42 4.2 5 

13 1.3 8 

47 4.7 4 

10 1.0 11 

33 3.3 6 

11 1.1 10 

23 2.3 7 

49 4.9 3 

6 0.6 14 

Total in period 2626 746 794 1008 

Annual average 438 249 265 168 

* 3o titles were still produced from January to March 1945, 15 in engineering, 11 in medicine, and 2 each 
in physics and the natural sciences. 

List 14 Book production 
(No. of titles) during four periods 

senior positions, and scientific achievements are not again valued 
quite differently from recent times, there will be more harmful ef- 
fects. 

The fall in production is most  obvious with regard to jurispru- 
dence and political science which were, after medicine and 
engineering, the third most  important publishing areas. The 
next most  important subjects, community  and social policy, 
shrank to insignificance. The numbers  of titles in these areas fell 

f r o m  271 in  1927/32 to  21 titles i n  1939/44.  S i m i l a r  r e d u c t i o n s  a l s o  
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occurred in agriculture and forestry, biology and the humani-  
ties. It is clear that Springer-Verlag was quite cautious when it 
came to ideologically sensitive subjects, in which it could be in 
conflict with the censors, or where presentations in line with the 
ruling ideology would have to be accepted. It is also likely that a 
number  of authors in these areas were unwilling to submit their 
manuscripts to a publisher whose programme showed so little 
affinity for national-socialist ideas. 

With all its caution, however, Springer-Verlag was not spared 
passages in its books that were influenced by the spirit of that 
time. Among these were books published on commission. For 
example, Hans Reiter - appointed president of the Public Health 
Office of the Reich on October 1,1933 [STURZBECHER (3): 250 ff.] 
- presented a report of the activities of his department  with the 
subtitle Sechs ]ahre nationalsozialistische Fiihrung (Six Years of 
National-Socialist Leadership). As the frontispiece to the vol- 
ume, 8o % of which consists of talks delivered by him, is the 
author's photograph. Springer-Verlag, since 1885 publisher on 
commission for the (Imperial) Public Health Department, could 
not possibly refuse to publish this embarrassing book. 

It should also be remembered that it was not usual then in 
Germany for scientific publishers to have submitted manu-  
scripts reviewed by the firm's staff and, if necessary, edited. Peer 
review was used only when the author was not known to the 
publisher or, from 1933, if the topic was critical, as had been the 
case with the book by Ernst von Harnack. But even the com- 
ments by the specialist referee did not protect that book from 
being banned, when the author rather than the contents was not 
acceptable (see p. 351). 

A multi-volume Handbuch der Erbbiologie des Menschen 

(Handbook of Human Genetics) had been discussed between 
Ferdinand Springer and Giinther Just, a zoologist at Greifswald 
University, long before genetics had come close to the topic of 
"racial hygiene." Springer-Verlag had published a number  of 
books on genetics, for example Richard Goldschmidt's Lehre 

yon der Vererbung (Science of Inheritance), Die quantitative 

Grundlage yon Vererbung und der Artbildung (The Quantitative 
Basis of Inheritance and Speciation) and Restitution und Ver- 

erbung (Restitution and Inheritance) by Vladislav Ru~i~ka, who 
received the Nobel Prize for Chemistry with Adolf Butenandt in 

1939. 

354 Title page of a report by the 
Reich Public Health Office 
1933-1939, "Six years of national- 
socialist leadership" As Springer- 
Verlag had merely been the "com- 
mission publisher" it would not 
have been possible to refuse publi- 
cation. 
355 Vladislav (Leopold) Ru~i&a 
(1887-1976), Swiss chemist of Croat 
origin, received the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry in 1939 for his work on 
sex hormones, jointly with Adolf 
Butenandt 09o3-1995) who had 
isolated oestron and androsterone. 
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356 The Handbuch der Virusfor- 
schung (Handbook of Virus Re- 
search), edited by Robert Doerr 
and Curt Hallauer was published 
by Springer-Verlag Vienna. It con- 
tained reports of research from 
many countries, in the original 
language. 

When the plan became more concrete in 1937, Springer asked 
Just as the designated editor to point out in his letter of invi- 
tation to contributors 88 that "the racial hygiene questions, even 
though they naturally should not remain unconsidered in a 
number  of chapters, do not belong to the central topic of the 
Handbook." Nonetheless Springer apparently had misgivings, 
because he wrote to a Springer author, the pathologist Robert 
R6ssle, to whom he had suggested that he become a contributor: 
"If such a Handbook appears with a scientific publisher, who 
tries not to serve daily currents but scientific knowledge, then it 
has to be so unobjectionable in its plan and especially in the 
choice of collaborators that, both at home and abroad, the con- 
tents become the basis for further research and for the further 
application of research findings to practical questions. - I do not 
have the impression that the enclosed list of contents is a happy 
one in all aspects and in some of its divisions, but particularly in 
the choice of its proposed authors." He could not have ex- 
pressed himself any more clearly in a letter, but he will have 
done so in a discussion a few days later, of  which there is no 
written note. R6ssle did not participate in the Handbook. 

But it was no longer possible to cancel the project, because 
this would have had to be explained to the authors and the 
suspicious authorities. Springer's misgivings were later shown 
to be justified. When the first contributions were given to the 
typesetter, pressures became stronger. The preface to the first 
volume, published in 194o, stated despite the sentiments ex- 
pressed in the invitation: "That race-biological and race- 
hygienic questions are touched on in a number  of chapters 
stands to reason." 

Even though most of the contributions were, because of the 
subject or the attitude of the author, free from topical allusions 89 
- the overwhelming part gave no cause for it to be otherwise - 
there were some passages which agreed or corresponded with 
national-socialist views. It is likely that, at 5ooo printed pages, 
the publisher will not have read some important  parts of the 
manuscripts, and it is idle to ask what he could have done after 
reading some pages that seemed questionable to him. He could 
hardly suggest deletions or modifications to author or edi- 
tor. 

The loss of numerous authors and editors was especially felt in 
medicine, the branch of the programme with the highest turn- 
over since the 192os. Furthermore, many  of the large Hand- 
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books had now been published and there was caution about 
starting new ones. Exceptions were the Handbuch der Virusfor- 
schung (Handbook of Virus Research, 1938/39) and a new 
edition of the Handbuch der Neurologie, which came out in 17 
volumes between 1935 and 1937 under the editorship of Oswald 
Bumke and Otfried Foerster. A start was made with Praktische 
Anatornie, by Titus yon Lanz and Werner Wachsmuth: two of its 
planned nine parts were finished (1935/1938). 

On the other hand, there was increased activity in geology and 
meteorology. The latter subject, in particular, gained in impor- 
tance as a result of  Springer-Verlag serving as publisher on 
commission for the Reichsamtfi~r Wetterdienst (National Office 
for Weather Service) and the Zentralanstalt f~r  Meteorologie 
und Geodynamik (Central Office for Meteorology and Geo- 
dynamics). Judging by the number  of titles, there was also a 
relative increase in the areas of transportation and communi-  
cation, but these were largely smaller and official publica- 
tions. 

The exodus of Jewish scientists was less marked in the 
engineering sciences. Important  authors, editors and advisers 
were indeed lost, such as Georg Schlesinger, Reinhold Riiden- 
berg and Max Kurrein, but the weakening was not so grave as in 
other publishing areas. Much more serious of course was the 
forced departure of Julius Springer in 1935 who had been almost 
exclusively concerned with the engineering list for over 3o 
years. 

Those scientists who had been advising the firm for many 
years were now consulted more frequently. Thus Heinrich Dub- 
bel, who had resigned from his professorial chair in 1934 
because of political differences, concerned himself more than 
before with the planning of publications in engine construction. 
Karl Pohlhausen became an adviser for electrical engineering 
and Ferdinand Schleicher, professor at the Technische Hoch- 
schule in Hanover, in construction engineering. 

Paul Rosbaud 9~ who became a free-lance adviser on a fixed 
salary in May 1936, was to be an especially important  adviser to 
Ferdinand Springer. He was a specialist in metallurgy and had 
excellent contacts with industry and research institutes. His 
opposition to national socialism, which he barely concealed, 
also gave him access to foreign authors who had increasingly 
shunned German publishers since 1933 (see p. 355). In addition 
to engineering, Rosbaud also looked after physics and chemis- 

357 Paul Rosbaud 0896-1963) took 
over as engineering editor with 
Springer-Verlag in May 1936 after 
lulius Springer had been forced to 
resign, but he also looked after the 
physics and chemistry lists. After 
Ferdinand Springer had left in 
1942 Rosbaud remained in contact 
with him, strictly against official 
orders. 
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Aerodynamic Theory. Ed.: Wil- 
liam Frederick Durand. Six 
vols. 1934-1936 

Analyse der Metalle. Ed. by the 
Chemiker Fachausschufl des 
Metall und Erz e.V. 1942 

Ardenne, Manfred von: Elektro- 
nen-Obermikroskopie. 194o. 

Beyling, Carl and Karl Drekopf: 
Sprengstoffe und Ztindnlittel 
mit besonderer Berticksichti- 
gung der Sprengarbeit unter 
Tage. 1936. 

Brtiche, Ernst and Alfred Reckna- 
gel: Elektronenger~ite. Prinzi- 
pien und Systematik. 1941 

Cammerer, Josef Sebastian: Der 
W~irme- und K~ilteschutz in der 
Industrie. 1938 

Fernsehen. Die neuere Entwick- 
lung insbesondere der deut- 
schen Fernsehtechnik. Ed. by 
Fritz Schr6ter. 1937 

Forschungshefte aus dem Gebiete 
des Stahlbaus. Ed. by Deutscher 
Stahlbauverband. 
Six booklets 1938-1943 

Fuchs, Richard: Theorie der Luft- 
kr~ifte. 1935 

Handbuch der Lichttechnik. Ed. 
by Rudolf Sewig. 1938 

Handbuch der Werkstoffprtifung. 
Four vols. 1939-1944 

Hansen, Max: Der Aufbau der 
Zweistofflegierungen. Eine kri- 
tische Zusammenfassung. 1936 

Holm, Ragnar: Die technische 
Physik der elektrischen Kontak- 
te. 1941 

Hopf, Ludwig: Mechanik des Flug- 
zeugs. 1934 

Houdremont, Eduard: Handbuch 
der Sonderstahlkunde. 1935 and 
1943 

Jtirgensmeyer, Wilhelm: Die 
W~lzlager. 1937 

Kollmann, Franz: Technologie des 
Holzes. 1936 

Konstruktionsbticher. Ed. by 
Ernst-August Cornelius. Six 
vols. 1939-1942 

Lehrhuch der drahtlosen Nach- 
richtentechnik. Ed. by Nicolai 
v. Korshenewsky and Wilhelm 
T. Runge. Three vols. of six 
planned. 194o/43 

Ltittig, Oswig: Kohlenwirtschafts- 
organisationen. 1937 

Magnesium und seine Legierun- 
gen. Ed. by Adolf Beck. 1939 

Masing, Georg: Grundlagen der 
Metallkunde. 194o 

Mitteilungen der Kohle- und 
Eisenforschung G.m.b.H. 
Three vols. 1935-1941 

Neuber, Heinz: Kerbspannungs- 
lehre. 1937 

Nitsche, Rudolf and Gerhard 
Pfestorfi Prtifung und Bewer- 
tung elektronischer Isolier- 
stoffe. 194o 

Ntirnberg, Werner: Die Prtifung 
elektrischer Maschinen. 194o 

Piwowarski, Eugen: Hochwertiges 
Gufleisen, seine Eigenschaften 
und die physikalische Metall- 
urgie seiner Herstellung. 
1942 

Rapatz, Franz: Die Edelst/ihle. 
1942 

Reine und angewandte Metallkun- 
de in Einzeldarstellungen. Ed. 
by Werner K6ster. Ten vols. 
1937-1943 

Sauer, Robert: Theoretische Ein- 
ftihrung in die Gasdynamik. 
194z 

Schmaltz, Gustav: Technische 
Oberfl~ichenkunde. Feingestal- 
tung und Eigenschaften von 
Grenzfl~ichen technischer KSr- 
per, insbesondere der Maschi- 
nenteile. 1936 

Siegel, August: Korrosionen an 
Eisen und Nichteisenmetallen. 
1938 

Sp/ith, Wilhelm: Physik der me- 
chanischen Werkstoffprfifung. 
1938 

Strutt, Maximilian Julius Otto: 
Moderne Kurzwellen-Emp- 
fangstechnik. 1939 

- :  Moderne Mehrgitter- 
elektronenr6hren. Two vols. 
1937/38 

Technische Physik in Einzeldar- 
stellungen. Ed. by Walter 
Meif~ner and Gilles Holst. Five 
vols. 1939-1942 

Wallot, Julius: Einftihrung in die 
Theorie der Schwachstrom- 
technik. 194o 

Wassermann, Gtinter: Texturen 
metallischer Werkstoffe. 
1939 

Weinig, Fritz: Aerodynamik der 
Luftschraube. 194o 

List 15 Changes in technology/ 
engineering titles over the years, 
reflecting the changed conditions 
in these areas, as responded to 
in the engineering programme, 
since 1936 under the direction of 
Paul Rosbaud 

try. In  this  c a p a c i t y  he  also adv i sed  Fr i tz  Stiffert w h o ,  af ter  

Ber l iner ' s  f o r c e d  w i t h d r a w a l  in the  s u m m e r  o f  1935, h a d  t aken  

ove r  as ed i t o r  o f  Die Naturwissenschaf ten (The  N a t u r a l  

Sciences) .  It was  he,  h a v i n g  b e e n  f o r e w a r n e d  t h r o u g h  his  f r i end-  

ship  wi th  Ot to  H a h n ,  w h o  saw to it t ha t  H a h n ' s  r e p o r t  wi th  Fr i tz  

S t r a f l m a n n  o n  the  f irst  success fu l  e x p e r i m e n t  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  n u -  

c lear  f i ss ion was  p u b l i s h e d  in Die Naturwissenschaften,  on  

I a n u a r y  6, 1939. 

The  list o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on  this  page  s h o w s  n e w  accen t s  in the  

t e c h n o l o g y  p r o g r a m m e .  It  also m a k e s  c lear  w h y  Sp r inge r -  
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Verlag was an important institution in the Nazi era, not just as a 
provider of foreign currency. The publications were so topical 
that they would help in making the country more self-sufficient 
and would aid its rearmament programme. 

A significant addition (119 titles) to the publishing plans for 
1936 resulted from taking over Otto Spamer's Technik-Verlag, 
because it had specialised in books on refrigeration techniques, 
heating and air conditioning. 

The founding of new journals was prohibited on December 13, 
1933- The Zentralblattfi~r Mechanik had just started publication 
in the summer of 1933. When the prohibition was lifted, on 
March 31, 1935, and replaced by a system of obligatory licences, a 
few more journals were started: Der Deutsche Militiirarzt (The 
German Medical Officer in the Armed Forces) and Luftfahrt- 
medizin (Air Travel Medicine) in 1936, Holz als Roh- und 
Werkstoff (Wood as Raw and Manufacturing Material) and 
Elektrotechnische Berichte (Reports in Electrical Engineering) 
in 1937, Spectrochimica Acta in 1939 and Kunststoff-Technik und 
Kunststoff-Anwendung (Synthetic Materials Technique and Ap- 
plication) in 194o. Springer-Verlag in Vienna started Micro- 
chimica Acta in 1937 and Archiv fiir die gesamte Virusforschung 
(Archive for Entire Virus Research) in 1939. 

I n a Confidential Report of April 20, i934 the Deutsche Verle- 
gerverein (Association of German Publishers) stated that the 

year 1933 brought "for all branches of scientific publishers, 
whose production must be in step with the ideological tenden- 
cies of the times, a nearly complete devaluation of all its stock, 
when otherwise their sales would have been a significant aid in 
financing new production." These words characterise without 
any gloss the economic position of scientific publishing in the 
first year after the national socialists had come to power. As, 
however, the Springer programme did not depend quite so 
much on "tendencies of the times" - apart of course from the 
"aryanisation," which had also affected other firms - it re- 
mained relatively unscathed financially. 

For the following next few years the reports were also fairly 
subdued. The domestic market suffered from very low budgets 
in cultural areas, a problem that was equally present abroad. 
Slight improvement occurred in 1937, although the Confidential 
Reports for the Publishing Branch continued to complain about 
too low budgets for the sciences [VM of 31.5.1938]. Definite 

Springer- Verlag's 
Financial Situation 1933-1938 
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358 Manfred yon Ardenne (born 
19o7) had previously, at the age of 
only 22 years, published a book 
with Springer on Verst~irker-Mefl- 
technik (Amplifier Measurement 
Techniques). His book on Elec- 
tronen-13bermikroskopie: Physik, 
Technik, Ergebnisse (Electron- 
Supermicroscopy: Physics, Techni- 
que, Results), brought out in 194o, 
was translated into Russian, En- 
glish and Japanese. 

signs of recovery could be seen in 1938, even though it had to be 
stated yet again that "library and institute budgets, but espe- 
cially the financial position of lecturers, the scientific younger 
generation.., had not improved at all" [VM of 5.3.1939]. 

There was a greater willingness in industry and among skilled 
labour to buy books, which had some effect also on Springer- 
Verlag sales. However, textbooks and other student literature 
were more difficult to sell because the number of students had 
dropped rapidly since 1933. In 1932 there were 127,58o German 
and foreign students at institutions of higher learning, in 1935 

there were only 72,802, and merely 56,477 in 1939, a 55 % re- 
duction. This development was due to the low birth-rate be- 
tween 1915 and 1919, the introduction of compulsory labour and 
military service and restrictions 91 imposed on the number of 
students. In December 1933 the proportion of female students 
was reduced to lO %. With the progressive decrease in the num- 
ber of unemployed the chances of getting a job in the private 
sector (or with one of the party organisations) had increased. 
Another factor was that Jewish students, whose numbers were 
greatly above their proportion in the population, were no longer 
allowed to attend. 

In 193z Springer-Verlag's turnover was lO.6 million mark, of 
which 64 % (including Hirschwald) was for exports. This high 
proportion of exports was an important reason why the firm, 
except for certain restrictions, was allowed to carry on. Despite a 
decrease in new production the turnover nearly held up until 
1938 (see List 16, p. 369), although the proportion exported had 
been falling since 1932, for a number of reasons. 

The expulsion of German authors of Jewish descent, increas- 
ing caution of foreign scientists about publishing with German 
firms and the resulting rise in competition from foreign pub- 
lishers had made German companies less attractive. Boycott 
measures abroad also had their effect. In addition there was the 
economic argument, because German book and journal prices 
were hardly competitive any more in the face of the prevailing 
currency conditions (see p.324). Finally, these factors gave a 
boost to established journals published outside Germany and it 
helped the founding of new ones, which would also take German 
contributions. 

To improve the unfavourable exchange rate (i. e. too high) of 
the German mark for export purposes, an export equalisation 
mechanism was adopted in September 1935 by which German 
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359 Leaflet (eight pages), issued in 
1935, announcing that all German 
books are being sold abroad at a 
discount of 25 %, and giving a se- 
lection of books available at Sprin- 
ger-Verlag and its two subsidiaries. 
This step was taken to counter the 
world-wide depreciation of curren- 
cies. The government paid publish- 
ers a subsidy to make this reduc- 
tion possible. 

books and journals could be exported at a 25 % price reduction 
[H6vEL (3)]. In view of the overvaluation of the mark this re- 
duction did not provide a great improvement in the exchange 
value. Most of the subsidy was paid by the government, the 
subsidy system being controlled by the economic department of 
the German book trade organisation, affiliated to the Chamber 
of Literature of the Reich. During the Second World War the 
economic department also regulated the distribution of paper 
[H6vEL (3): 125 f.]. 
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Springer-Verlag in Vienna,  

1933-1938 

360 Otto Lange 0887-1967), broth- 
er of TOnjes, was in charge of pro- 
motion and had power of attorney 
for Springer-Verlag. In 1924 he was 
appointed to the newly established 
Vienna branch, which he built up 
and directed through difficult 
times, until his death in 1967. 

U 'ntil the Anschluf l  (Annexation) of Austria by the German 
Reich in 1938 the Vienna branch of Springer-Verlag was not 

directly affected by the many regulations. Theoretically every- 
thing could still be published there, even though it was banned 
in Germany. As Ferdinand Springer was the owner of the Vien- 
nese firm - the local managing director Otto Lange became 
co-owner after Julius Springer had been forced to release his 
share - he nonetheless was under pressure. As a German he had 
to observe the existing regulations, even with regard to his 
foreign company, especially as the entire Vienna production 
was being distributed from Berlin after July 1, 1929. The cor- 
respondence with Otto Lange indicates that for some time 
Ferdinand Springer had reserved the right to decide on all pro- 
jects of  political relevance. 

Viennese production was treated with great suspicion, as can 
be seen from a letter by Wilhelm Baur (director of the Nazi 
party's Franz-Eher-Verlag) on August 30, 1935 to Hans Hinkel, 
president of the R e i c h s k u l t u r k a m m e r  (Reich Chamber of Cul- 
ture). To Baur Springer-Verlag was "non-aryan" and he was 
suspicious, because "through its Viennese offshoot it can pub- 
lish those works that it cannot bring out in Berlin" [WULF: 272]. 
This remark is probably based on the following event. 

Springer had transferred to the Vienna branch the produc- 
tion of the second editions of two successful books by Jewish 
authors, the first editions having been published in Berlin. It was 

361, 362 The first edition of these 
two titles was published in Berlin: 
Bernhard Zondek's Hormone des 
Ovariums und des Hypophysen- 
vorderlappens (Hormones of the 
Ovary and the Anterior Pituitary) 
and Samuel Glasscheib's Allge- 
meine R6ntgenkunde (General Ra- 
diology). As new editions of books 
by Jewish authors were no longer 
possible in Germany, the Vienna 
branch of Springer-Verlag took 
over their publication, with slight- 
ly altered titles. It would have 
been rather embarrassing, had it 
been noticed by the German 
authorities, that on the last page 
of Zondek's book the printers are 
identified as Breitkopf 4. Hiirtel in 
Leipzig, while the imprint states 
"Made in Austria': 
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unlikely that the new editions would be approved in Germany. 
Thus Zondek's Hormone des Ovariums (1935) and Glasscheib's 
Allgemeine ROntgenkunde (General Radiology) (1936) are listed 
in the 1935 catalogue as Viennese titles. It cannot be ascertained 
now whether it was this listing and the offer of the new edition 
by the Hirschwald Bookshop that alerted colleagues in other 
bookshops or publishing houses, or doctors who had received 
the announcement .  In any case, the firm was strongly repri- 
manded and did not dare do anything similar again. 

The Feuerbach biography by Gustav Radbruch, published by 
the Vienna branch in 1934, was probably a borderline case. 
Radbruch, who had been a social democratic Member of the 
German Reichstag, twice Minister of Justice of the Reich and 
professor and director of the legal seminar of Heidelberg Uni- 
versity since 1926, was deprived of his position on April 29, 1933 
on the basis of the "Law for the Restitution of the Permanent  
Civil Service" (see p. 325). Publication in Germany seemed un- 
wise. Similarly, Karl Popper's Logik der Forschung (Logic of 
Scientific Discovery) was still published in Vienna in 1935 and, 
like Radbruch's book, was listed in the Berlin price list of 1935. 
But neither book is ment ioned in the December 1939 list. 

There were also other titles of the Vienna branch that were 
not wanted in Germany, as the insert in the price list of De- 
cember 1939 makes clear (see p. 354). Of the 35 books published 
after 1933 and listed in that insert 19 were Vienna productions. In 
addition to medical, physics and legal books there was also Eric 
Voegelin's Der totalitdire Staat (The Totalitarian State) (1936), a 
book that (surprisingly?) could not be sold in Germany. Anoth- 
er undesirable book was Wilhelm R6pke's Die Lehre yon der 

Wirtschaft (The Teachings of Economics) (1937). The lack of 
currency had made ideological doubts relative! 

363 Gustav Radbruch (1878-1949), 
who had been under contract with 
Springer-Verlag to contribute to 
the Encyclopaedia of Legal and 
Political Sciences, preferred to 
have his biography of Anselm 
Feuerbach, a leading expert in 
criminal law, published in Vienna. 

T he editorial deadline for the last Springer catalogue before 
the start of World War II was December 1939. In its foreword 

it states: "This price list follows directly the last edition of May 
1935." Every recipient of the supplement will have carefully pre- 
served the 1935 edition. The new list in principle contained only 
books published since 1935. But for those series and Handbooks 
which had been continued, earlier volumes were frequently 
listed as well. Here, too, the names of Jewish editors were oc- 
casionally given. But the Handbuch der Haut- und Geschlechts- 

krankheiten (Dermatology and Venereal Diseases) omitted the 

During World War II 
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364 Introduction to the new price 
list brought out in February 194o, 
linking up with the previous one 
in 1935. It listed pre-1935 titles in 
only exceptional cases. It also an- 
nounced that all publications will 
be dispatched and invoiced from 
Berlin. 

name of Josef ]adassohn, which had already been objected to in 
1933. Books by Jewish authors who had emigrated, like Richard 
Courant, Lise Meitner, Richard von Mises or Georg Schlesinger, 
are in the supplementary catalogue, as is the name of Leon 
Asher, Ferdinand Springer's paternal friend in Berne and his 
long-standing adviser. As a Swiss citizen he was not immediate- 
ly subject to the discriminatory laws of the Third Reich. 

Royalties for 1937 could still be transmitted. There are no 
records for the war years. As a consequence of the "Eleventh 
Regulation of the Reich Citizen Law" of November 25, 1941, all 
titles that still remained and made a profit became the property 
of the Reich. Any financial obligations, including royalties, had 
to be submitted to the Upper Presidium of Finance in Berlin 
(para. 7). "Anyone who acts against this duty of notification 
deliberately or negligently will be punished with imprisonment 
of up to three months or a fine" (para. 7.1). Accordingly Sprin- 
ger-Verlag sent the royalties owing, for example to Max Born for 
his books, to the Tax Collector. After the war these moneys were 
sent to the authors as part of the restitution arrangements. 

Until the spring of 1941 there were no significant restrictions 
in the book publishing trade comparable to those in World 
War I. There were shortages of personnel as a result of con- 
scription, but these could usually be met by employing more 
women. 

New production by German publishers had already fallen by 
nearly 25 % between 1938 and 1939. By 1942 it was only half of 
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that in 1938, when there were still zo,ooo new titles. On the other 
hand, the number  of reprints doubled from 53oo to lO,3OO titles 
[STEMMLE: 177]. This changed relationship meant a reduction in 
expenditure and of the necessary technical and staffing capac- 
ity. 

Despite the fact that production had been falling steadily 
since 1928 (see List lO on p. 3Zl), the domestic turnover of the 
firm had been continually rising since 1938: 

1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 

Domestic 6070 6481 7412 9108 14825 

Export 3414 3339 2955 2136 2022 

Total 9484 9820 10367 11244 16847 

Proportion 
of export (%) 36.0 34.0 28.5 19.0 12.0 

Increase in domestic 
turnover over 
precedings year (%) 5.9 6.8 14.4 22.9 62.8 

List 16 Turnover, 1938-1942 
(in thousand mark) 

Because of  the low number  of new titles, libraries began to fill 
the gaps that had arisen during the recession years. Consider- 
able demand for back-list titles existed in the "new" universities 
of Strassburg and Posen (as they were then called), since both 
had bought little German scientific literature between 1919 and 
1939. Similarly the university libraries of Austria and in the 
occupied countries needed to catch up. As foreign books and 
journals could no longer be imported, German production ben- 
efitted. As there now existed surplus purchasing power, private 
persons were able to buy books for which they had not had the 
means earlier. Lastly, the changed structure of the lists - more 
practice books, fewer on basic research - aided this trend. 

The Springer group's turnover was still quite high in those 
years. Including the Vienna firm and the Hirschwald Bookshop, 
total turnover from 1933 to 1938 was 85 million mark, i.e. an 
average of 14 million per year, of which half was export. 

However, as has been mentioned, exports had been gradu- 
ally falling since 1933. Then there came a marked break between 
194o and 1941. There were no longer any sales to Eastern Europe, 
which had accounted for 3o % of exported scientific books in 
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365 Richtlinien zur Geltendma- 
chung von Kriegssachsch/iden 
(Guidelines on Claiming for War 
Damage in the Area of the Book 
Trade) was published by the B6r- 
senverein in 1943. The growing 
number and severity of air attacks 
with the increasing destruction of 
premises and means of transporta- 
tion made it necessary, especially 
for larger publishing houses, to set 
up special units to work on da- 
mage claims. 

1932. Until June 1941 books destined for East Asia, especially 
Japan, could still be transported on the Trans-Siberian Railway, 
but this route was now blocked. Any export relying on sea 
transport had been effectively stopped by the British naval 
blockade. The only buyers were in neutral countries, i.e. Swit- 
zerland, Sweden, Spain, Portugal and Turkey. The Allies ordered 
those books and journals needed for research through the book 
trade of these countries. 

But foreign currency earnings from exports were also re- 
duced, because ever more countries came under German con- 
trol. Yet it was just to those countries that exports were 
promoted. There were no longer any imports of English and 
French publications to the Balkans, and an increasing distribu- 
tion of German scientific literature was quite rightly seen as a 
strengthening of German influence. This trend favoured the 
supply of high-quality paper and exemptions for the processing 
of book-cloth, which had otherwise not been allowed after 1943. 
In the report of the BOrsenverein on the economic situation for 
the third quarter of 1941, prepared by Gerhard Menz, it said: "It 
is especially for the publisher of the exact sciences literature that 
general make-up plays a special role. The German scientific 
book should compete in the world market not only through its 
contents but also its appearance . . . .  If books in medicine and 
the natural sciences are printed on inferior paper there will be 
little chance for us to reckon seriously with lasting export 
sales." 

The increasing deterioration in the supply of raw materials 
(paper, cardboard, printing ink, spare parts) from 1942 also led 
to ever longer delays in the date when books by Jewish authors 
could no longer be sold [DAHM (2): 216ff.], especially as any 
"substitution" by the writings of "aryan" authors was hardly to 
be expected during the war. The last period after which sales of 
"other Jewish literature" were prohibited expired on December 
31, 1942. After this date the sale of such books was to be allowed 
only against a formal declaration which confirmed that the book 
was to be used for scientific purposes, something that was easily 
done. 92 Even so, Springer-Verlag thought it advisable for books 
by Jewish authors to be kept separate in the cellar of the firm, 
where they would not be seen by strangers to the firm. 

According to a strictly confidential order of April 1, 194o all 
publishers had to inform the Propaganda Ministry of their book 
plans, e.g. writings on the war economy. Each title was to be 
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described in no more than two pages. On April 26, 194o a de- 
tailed circular explained this order and at the same time 
strengthened it. 

The keyword "War Economy Literature" also affected Sprin- 
ger-Verlag. But there was understandable uncertainty: were 
books on basic research in chemistry and physics included; 
would titles in the engineering sciences have to be announced? 
Yes, sometimes, was the answer, but it was left to the publisher to 
decide when it was required. Only very few titles are to be found 
within the Springer Archives where the firm had acted in the 
spirit of the Order, and no case has become known when Sprin- 
ger-Verlag was censured for failing to comply with it. 

In the Confidential Reports for the Association of Publishers 
of June 16, 1941 further formal requirements were issued for the 
submission of manuscripts. It is questionable whether, for ex- 
ample, the condition that the manuscript  was to be on "strong 
paper" could still be fulfilled. As with many regulations regard- 
ing the planning of books and the examination of manuscripts, 
very few were in practice handled according to the requirements 
that had been laid down. 

Paper rationing, introduced at the beginning of the war, had 
no noticeable effect on production at first [HOVEL (3): 13]. Until 
the middle of 1941 each publisher had total quantities assigned 
which, in the case of Springer-Verlag, were clearly enough in 
view of the reduced production. When this system was replaced 
by issuing individual permits, it did not lead to significant re- 
strictions. Paul HOvel, in charge of the "Economics Office of the 
German Book Trade" was favourably disposed towards Sprin- 
ger-Verlag, and a reference to Springer's proportion of exports 
usually sufficed to have its requested quantities approved. 
Springer-Verlag's position was also quite favourable insofar as 
the amounts required were relatively small due to the low print- 
runs. Exclusive of textbooks, for which there were separate reg- 
ulations, the required paper made up just 6 % of turnover. 

A fter the pogroms of November 9, 1938 (Kristallnacht) Wil- 
helm Baur complained to Paul HOvel of the failure to take 

this opportunity of demolishing Springer-Verlag and thus force 
Ferdinand Springer to retire. HOvel informed TOnjes Lange of 
this remark, in confidence, and the latter at once made contact 
with the Reich Economics Ministry, which emphatically in- 
structed the Reich Chamber of Literature that the uninterrupted 

Ferdinand Springer 
is Forced to Leave 
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366 The Springer logo, designed in 
1881, had to be altered after the 
firm's name had to be changed 
from "Verlag lulius Springer" to 
"Springer-Verlag" during its 
"aryanisation". The old logo was 
again used after 1946. A new, 
modernised, version was designed 
in 1976 by the graphic artist Max 
Bollwage, especially for use with 
books in languages other than 
German and for promotional pur- 
poses. 

continuation of Springer-Verlag had to be secured. The country 
could not do without its export earnings [HOVEL (1): 410]. 

On March 27, 1941 an order was issued that firms with Jewish 
names had to change them by July 15. Thus "Verlag von Julius 
Springer," as it had been officially called since its foundation, 
had to become "Springer-Verlag." As for the logo, the initials JS 
had to be changed to SV, and the year of its establishment was 
not to be mentioned. But the family name of the founder re- 
mained untouched, whether in consideration of the neutral 
countries is not known. Hirschwaldsche Buchhandlung, ac- 
quired by Springer-Verlag in 1921, also had to change its name. 
Springer decided on "Lange & Springer," to document  the 
"aryan" co-ownership. 

Even the large Handbooks, founded by Jewish scientists more 
than 5o years before, whose names they carried like a trade 
mark, were subject to the new regulations. However, reference 
to the high export earnings succeeded in preventing a change of 
name of the Beilstein series. 93 

After the "Wannsee Conference" on January 20, 1942, at which 
the administrative aspects of the "Final Solution" of the Jewish 
question were dealt with, no regard was paid any longer to the 
few people of mixed Jewish and "aryan" descent who, like Fer- 
dinand Springer, had still been allowed to work by special 
permission. In view of the growing danger Springer showed 
great personal courage when, at the end of March 1942, he 
suspended with immediate effect a senior staff member,  who 
was at that time a captain in the army reserve. He had informed 
the recruitment commission, to which one of Ferdinand's sons 
was to report, that he was a quarter Jewish and should therefore 
not be considered as an applicant reserve officer. Although 
Springer won before the Labour Court in the action brought by 
the suspended employee, he provided the Reich Chamber of 
Literature with yet another reason to urge even more strongly 
his departure from the firm. 

On May 10, 1942 it was exactly 10o years since the founding of 
Springer-Verlag. During the war no company was allowed to 
celebrate any anniversaries in public. In any case, there was 
certainly no wish at Springer to make itself stand out in anyway. 
However, all employees, including those currently on war ser- 
vice, were given a special bonus of 25 % of their monthly salary, 
and there was a small celebration for the staff. That Ferdinand 
Springer should have given a short speech standing "before the 
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bust of his Jewish father" was apparently resented by that same 
senior staff member who had previously intrigued against Fer- 
dinand's son at the recruitment office. He promptly (on hearing 
from former colleagues about the speech) denounced Springer 
before the Reich Chamber of Literature for this act! It was 
obviously only a matter of a very few months before Ferdinand 
Springer would be forced to go. 

In September 1942 the Reich Chamber of Literature ordered 
that Ferdinand Springer "must as soon as possible, but at the 
latest on April 1, 1943" leave his firms [H6vEL (1): 411]. At the 
beginning of November 1942 T6njes Lange had, during a busi- 
ness trip, overheard a conversation according to which Sprin- 
ger-Verlag was to be broken up and the name Springer was to 
disappear. The medical publications and those in allied areas 
were to be transferred to the Reich Public Health Publishing 
Company, those in engineering to the publishing office of the 
German Labour Front [HOVEL (1): 411]. To prevent a possible 
dissolution of the firm, Springer informed the Reich Chamber of 
Literature on November 12, 1942 that "on this day" he would be 
leaving all his firms. The sole co-owners were now T6njes Lange 
and his brother Otto, managing director of Springer-Verlag in 
Vienna. The legal agreements had been concluded and the 
changes reported to the Trade Registry. The Lange brothers 
thought of themselves as trustees for Ferdinand Springer. After 
a change of circumstances, of which there was growing hope, his 
property was to be handed back to him, as indeed it was (see 
Part II). 

367 Bronze bust of Ferdinand 
Springer, sen. by Arthur Lewin- 
Funcke (19o7) (see Fig. 153). A few 
people resented the fact that his 
son's words on the looth anniver- 
sary of the firm's founding were 
spoken in front of "his Jewish 
father's" sculpture. 

W hen Springer-Verlag was classified as a "Military Econom- 
ic Enterprise" on November 23, 1939, this ensured that for 

the time being it would not be too weakened in its publishing 
work by the conscription of members of its staff. After an in- 
vestigation by the Labour Office on November 15, 194o (which 
was called a "combing out action"), further reduction of staff 
was declared to be impossible. In giving its reasons the Labour 
Office stated: "The labour force of this firm, the largest specialist 
publisher in the world.., with 56oo books available, cannot be 
cut because of its outstanding cultural-political importance in 
medicine, engineering and chemistry, especially as the firm has 
to perform great tasks on matters of military policy. - The firm's 
exports alone are about 45 % of turnover [including the Hirsch- 
wald Bookshop], 5 million mark per year. The firm has to fight 

The Firm During the War 
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368 The two upper floors of the 
firm's building in Linkstrasse had 
been destroyed by fire in an air 
raid, and the back part of the 
house had become uninhabitable 
after severe damage from bombs 
and fire. The roof was not rebuilt 
until after the war. This photo- 
graph was taken in 1946. 

against North American competition, which has already made 
inroads in the area of mathematics." One could almost imagine 
T6njes Lange having guided the hand of the writer of this re- 
port ! 

As the war became ever more ferocious and the demands of 
the armed forces and the armament industry increased, more 
and more members of staffwere called up. Of 26o employees at 
the outbreak of war (nearly half of them women) 49 had been 
called up by 1942. The dispatch department was worst affected, 
losing 11 of 21 workers. The advertising department lost five out 
of 12, which was reasonable since the number of advertisements 
had shrunk enormously through the war. The decrease in the 
number of published books resulted in a reduction of book 
production staff from 24 to 15, while the journal department lost 
only five of z4. The firm tried to continue as many of its journals 
as it could for as long as possible. This was of benefit because the 
risk of loss by the effects of war was less, journal issues of 5o to 
8o pages being easier to produce than books. 

Despite diminishing production the stress on the staff grew 
ever greater. The administrative burden increased, while the 
capacity of the technical departments fell due to the shrinking 
numbers of staff. Bottlenecks occurred from lack of materials 
and spare parts. Transportation problems increased as the aerial 
bombings got worse. Letters and parcels got lost and with them 
manuscripts and illustrations. Typeset material and half or com- 
pletely finished books were lost. Production had to be under- 
taken elsewhere; reports of damage had to be written. The 
effects of more air raids increasingly affected the work of the 
firm. After such attacks staff members were often unable to 
come to work, because first they had to find somewhere to 
live for themselves and their families. 

In November 1943 the premises were damaged for the first 
time, by an aerial mine that had landed nearby. In January 1944 
the firm started to disperse to Lausitz, Silesia and Austria. The 
packing room was destroyed on February 12, 1944 by a demoli- 
tion bomb, and more than half of the remaining rooms could 
not be used for the time being. The heating plant was destroyed: 
"Yesterday morning the ink had frozen solid," T/Snjes Lange 
wrote to his brother in Vienna, "but one has to take it as it 
comes." 

Some files have by chance been preserved and reveal the war 
damage just for 1944. The losses incurred, including those in the 
printshops and binderies were (in mark): 
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Book stock 1,916,083.71 
Work started 443,726.38 
Paper stock 111,773.16 
Inventory 66,412.90 
Office machinery and packing material 11,541.80 

Total 2,549,537.95 

The stock was valued at the production cost, the other items 
state replacement value or after write-off. There was of course 

much damage to the building, but  entries for these losses have 
not been preserved. 

I n 1916 Springer-Verlag had published a book of Praktische 

. Ubungen der Physiologie (Practical Exercises in Physiology) 
by Leon Asher, professor of physiology at Berne University in 
Switzerland. A new edition had appeared in 1924. It had long 
since been sold out and was no longer up-to-date. A new edition 
had been agreed in 1937 with Alexander von Muralt, Asher's 
successor, who had also replaced Asher in 1935 as editor of 
Ergebnisse der Physiologie (Results in Physiology). In 1938 he 
had joined Emil Abderhalden, Albrecht Bethe and Hermann 
Rein as co-editors of Pfliigers Archiv fiir die gesamte Physiologie 

des Menschen und der Tiere (Pfltiger's Archive for the Entire 
Physiology of Man and Animals). Delivery of  the manuscript  for 
the second edition of the Asher book was delayed, because yon 
Muralt had also (in 1938) become co-editor of the Monographien 
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369 The physiologist Leon Asher 
(1865-1943) had been friends with 
Ferdinand Springer since the lat- 
ter's stay in Berne (19oo-19o2). 
37o Alexander yon Muralt 
(~9o3-199o), Asher's successor as 
professor of physiology at Berne 
University, continued Asher's work 
at the Berne Hallerianum (the 
Latin name given to the Institute 
of Physiology at Berne University, 
in honour of Albrecht yon Haller 
(17o8-1777), a native of Berne, 
leading biologist in the 18th centu- 
ry and founder of experimental 
physiology, yon Muralt also took 
Asher's place as editor of Ergeb- 
nisse der Physiologie (Results in 
Physiology) and co-editor of 
Pfliigers Archiv. 
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aus dem Gesamtgebiet der Physiologie der Pflanzen und der 
Tiere (Monographs in the Entire Area of Plant and Animal 
Physiology). Furthermore, it became clear in the process of 
revision that Asher's book had to be rearranged according to a 
completely new concept. This also meant  changing the title, to 
Praktische Physiologie (Practical Physiology). Springer took the 
delay in his stride and wrote to the author in 1938: "I am al- 
ways quite aware that writing and editing books can only be a 
secondary matter." 

The first part of the manuscript  was received in the spring of 
1938 , another in the summer  of 1939. But then there was a 
standstill, even before the galley proofs became available. For 
some weeks there was silence, but  on October 1, 1939 von Muralt 
wrote to explain: "Total mobilisation of our [Swiss] army has 
completely disrupted my plans for the book. At present I am in 
charge of an artillery company and cannot possibly complete 
the manuscript,  since I can neither carry the necessary papers 
with me, nor have the necessary time and calm." 

At the end of November 1939, after a few letters of reminder 
from Springer-Verlag, von Muralt wrote again. He was still "in 
the field" and could only report that he had no time to work on 

the manuscript. The chances looked no better on January 6, 
194o: "It weighs on my mind that I have to leave you in the 
lurch." All that Springer-Verlag could do in the meantime was to 
work on the illustrations. At last, in November  194o, yon Muralt 
was able to take up his work again, and he finally completed the 
manuscript  in July 1941. It took more than a year to do the blocks 
of the 15o illustrations: it sometimes took weeks for the mail, 
and in the meantime the author had to return to his military 
duties from time to time. 

On February lO, 1943 a pre-publication copy could finally be 
sent to the author - it arrived in Berne on March 2o. The whole 
make-up was up to pre-war standards. On March 12, 1943 the 
book was ready for delivery, first the 1214 firm pre-publication 
orders for the book trade. There had been 6o00 orders for a 
print-run of 2ooo copies! So far this was no different from many 
other production stories during the war. A book by a German 
rather than a Swiss scientist could serve as a similar example of 
delays caused by the war, yet von Muralt 's edition of Asher's 
book has a special history. 

The book had been announced in the BOrsenblatt (Publica- 

tion of  the German Book Trade) on February 13, 1943 and had 
been seen by Kurt Klare "the Person Responsible for the Medical 
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Press at the Office of Leader of the Reich's Doctors." He had 
noticed something peculiar in the announcement.  Although the 
name of Asher had not been mentioned, Klare could see from 
the context that this was in fact a new edition of Asher's book. In 
a letter to the Reich Chamber of Literature on March 13, 1943 
Klare emphasised that the publisher "quite particularly praises 
the Talmudic spirit, inherited from Asher, of the Berne Institute 
as a characteristic feature of the book," and he asked for the 
Reich Chamber's response. 

On March zz, 1943 the Reich Chamber wrote to Springer- 
Verlag: "[The announcement]  gives the impression that the 
book of the Jew Asher has been brought out anew under aryan 
names. You are requested to state your position, whether you 
have obtained permission of the Reich Ministry for Popular 
Enlightenment and Propaganda." In the reply, dictated by Paul 
Rosbaud and signed by T6njes Lange on March 25, it was quite 
rightly pointed out that it was a completely new book. "That 
Professor von Muralt, as is expressed in the announcement ,  
points to his predecessor, seemed to us a matter in which we 
could not interfere with the Swiss von Muralt. It seemed to us to 
be in the national interest to avoid everything which could have 
led to Professor yon Muralt publishing his Prak t i sche  Physio-  

logie not with a German but a Swiss publisher." It was also 
pointed out that yon Muralt should be considered an emphat- 
ically pro-German Swiss. 

On April 2, 1943 T6njes Lange was able to write to the author 
that his book had sold out a few days earlier. "To supply the 
Swiss book trade accordingly, we have sent several bundles to 
leading booksellers . . . .  " To avoid the threatening confiscation, 
the firm had sent all remaining books to Switzerland without 
any orders. On April 9, a943 Springer-Verlag also sent a report 
by messenger to the Reich Ministry of Popular Enlightenment 
and Propaganda giving full details of the history of the book, the 
significance of the author's foreword and yon Muralt's per- 
sonality. The report ended laconically with the words: "The 
book is sold out." 

On May 6, another department  of the Ministry joined in, 
having apparently heard about the matter for the first time. At 
least this is the explanation for the late intervention given by an 
official at the Ministry in a letter to the Reich Chamber of 
Literature [BDC]. So far the only objection had been that in the 
announcement  reference had been made to von Muralt's pre- 
decessor, without however mentioning his name. The book was 

371 This Einfiihrung in die Prak- 
tische Physiologie (Introduction to 
Practical Physiology) was written 
by Alexander yon Muralt. It was a 
much revised and rewritten third 
edition of the book by Leon Asher, 
who was Jewish. Although no men- 
tion of the book's origins was 
made on the cover or title page, 
both Asher and yon Muralt had 
signed the preface. Even this was 
too much for the national-socialist 
authorities when they found out 
about it. Fortunately Springer-Ver- 
lag managed to send all remaining 
stock to Swiss booksellers (see 
text). 
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372 These introductory sentences 
of the preface to the Muralt edi- 
tion of Asher's book, mentioning 
the "friendly co-operation of pre- 
decessor and successor in the Hal- 
lerianum in Berne" and the fact 
that it was signed by both yon 
Muralt and Asher was enough to 
anger the nazi authorities. 

now at hand and it was noted with outrage that Asher was 
indeed a co-signatory of the Foreword. This showed "great ne- 
gligence on the part of the publisher" who had failed "to prevent 
the appearance of the Jew Asher as co-author of the Foreword. It 
was requested", so the letter continued, "that the owner of 
Springer-Verlag be given an adequate fine for this misdeed." 
There should, however, be no announcement  of this. "Further 
steps for the withdrawal of available copies and prevention of 
reviews have been taken by us." 

373 Hermann Rein 0898-1953), 
professor of physiology at GOtting- 
en, was both author and editor of 
Springer publications. His Einf(ih- 
rung in die Physiologie des 
Menschen (Introduction to Hu- 
man Physiology), first published 
in 1936, had been through seven 
editions by the end of the war (see 
Note 54). He managed to circum- 
vent the ban on book reviews of 
von Muralt's book (see previous 
entry). 

According to an interministerial correspondence the issuing 
of a fine was rejected, because of a wish to avoid attracting 
attention. And it was too late to withdraw available copies, 
because the book was sold out. Furthermore, Springer-Verlag 
had already, on April 12 and 13, telephoned the 62 booksellers 
who had been sent the books asking them to return unsold 
copies to the publisher. The same request went to the editorial 
boards of the journals to which review copies had been sent, 
because a review was unwelcome. 

On April 16, 1943 Hermann Rein, professor of physiology at 
GSttingen University, asked Klare "at once to countermand the 
[reviewing prohibition]. It is surely a disastrous error. Professor 
von Muralt is one of the most faithful advocates of Germany in 
Switzerland today." The reference to Asher's book was a chi- 
valrous gesture towards the predecessor. Klare insisted on his 
decision. "What is under discussion for us is not the question of 
whether von Muralt is a distinguished scientist..,  but whether 
we are dealing with a basic principle of national socialism which 
rejects products of the Jewish mind. The author and above all 
Verlag Springer [sic] should have known that the foreword by a 
Jew is intolerable for Germany . . . .  " But Rein followed up the 
matter and on May lO wrote to Klare: "What you tell me about 
the basic principles of national socialism is well known to me. 
However, it is equally well known to me that particularly in 
today's Germany it is the relevant higher viewpoints, beyond 
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any schematism, which matters for important  decisions. Such is 
the case here." Even in his reply of May z5 Klare insisted on his 
opinion that yon Muralt's action was no "chivalrous gesture." 
"At best I can described it as tactlessness. What else is it when a 
foreigner, who wants to be in step with the new Germany and 
uses German hospitality for the book, dares to smuggle in a Jew, 
pointedly as a friend?!" [BDC]. 

On July 1, 1943 the Ministry for Popular Enlightenment and 
Propaganda informed Springer-Verlag "that the High Com- 
mand of the Air Force (Oberkommando der Luftwaffe) feared 
that, due to an utterly degrading event, Prof. Muralt could revise 
his pro-German stand .... " It was recommended that a suitable 
physicist [!] of high repute be asked to arrange for a short 
review. In the event, the review in Naturwissenschaften was 
written not by the Munich physicist Walther Gerlach, who was 
recommended as competent,  but by the G6ttingen physiologist 
Hermann Rein ! 

Even during this controversy it had been decided to reprint 
yon Muralt's book, but with a different foreword. It came out at 
the beginning of July 1944 with a print run of 4ooo. A Spanish 
edition was published that same year. 

374 (Bottom) T6njes Lange 
(1889-1961), appointed managing 
director of the Hirschwaldsche 
Buchhandlung in/923, was given 
full power of attorney of Springer- 
Verlag and in 1935 became co-own- 
er. Through circumspection and 
clever tactics he succeeded time 
and again in securing the firm's 
existence during the most difficult 
of times. 

F Lrom 194o/41 both the Propaganda Ministry and its various 
departments controlled scientific literature ever more strict- 

ly. The new organisation within the BOrsenverein may well have 
served this purpose. Since January 1, 1942 12 subject groups had 
been formed, together with three working groups of equal sta- 
tus: scientific, technical and travel booksellers. The 12 subject 
groups were responsible for the humanities and belletristics. 
The scientific working group was chaired by T6njes Lange. 
It indicates Lange's reputation that he was given this task, 
although he was not a member  of the national-socialist party. 
For many years Springer-Verlag had kept in the background in 
the BOrsenverein. Lange was thus the first owner for a long time 
to play an active role in the organisation. It was a task full of 
thorns, but it gave Lange the opportunity to take part in the 
planning of regulations. 

By pointing to staffing shortages in the publishing houses and 
the delays in production by overlong controls it was possible for 
Lange to prevent many a planned action. Nonetheless, even 
scientific publishers were not spared further burdens. After 
November 1942 all manuscripts that fell into the category of 

The Last Years of  the War 
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"Defence of the Reich" had to be submitted for approval. At the 
Propaganda Ministry there were officials responsible for check- 
ing writings in a given subject area and passing on the manu- 
scripts to reviewers. Material in the Springer Archives does not 
contain any comments of any consequence after submission of a 
manuscript nor important wishes about correcting text. The 
damage done to postal services by the increasing severity of the 
war in the air ultimately led, in February 1944, to the cancelling 
of the pre-examination of manuscripts. Publishers once again 
had the responsibility of making sure that their own production 
was unobjectionable. 

There was no pre-censorship in the natural sciences. For 
example, every year between 194o and 1944 Otto Hahn pub- 
lished three to four journal articles on nuclear fission, without 
any objection being raised. According to him, banning of arti- 
cles would, if anything, have made observers in enemy countries 
more suspicious [BERNINGER:80]. Carl-Friedrich yon Weiz- 
s/icker, asked about the need for permission to publish his 
articles during the war, said that he could not remember ever 
having to submit any of them for approval. 

375, 376 Announcement in the B6r- 
senblatt that the firm was forced 
to close for a few weeks because of 
the severe damage sustained by 
the air raids on November 23/24 
1943. "It is requested that new 
orders be delayed until January 15, 
1944." But the reason was not 
given. On February 12, 1944 an 
aerial bomb destroyed the packing 
room and made 75 % of the build- 
ing uninhabitable. 

It had been noted in autumn 1942 that orders for scientific 
literature from neutral countries had noticeably increased. Not 
without reason it was thought that the Allies were obtaining 
German scientific literature in roundabout ways. This was es- 
pecially true for Switzerland and Sweden where the bookshops 
of Gumpert (G6teborg) and Fritze (Stockholm) became known 
to the German book trade as middlemen [RICHARDS (3): 195]. As 
for the German authorities, they were satisfied with pointing out 
that delivery should be refused only "if an order explicitly states 
that it is destined for enemy countries . . . .  94 

American interest in German research literature in the nat- 
ural sciences increased as a result of the almost complete 
destruction of the publishing and printing quarter of Leipzig by 
a bombing attack in the early morning of December 4, 1943. 
People spoke of a "second Alexandria. ''gs As the USA had a close 
interest in German research literature, but did not wish either to 
arouse the attention of the German authorities nor supply them 
with more than absolutely necessary foreign currency, they or- 
dered one copy of each important book and journal from 
different booksellers in neutral countries. The material was 
flown to the USA by courier. Microfilms were made and in many 
instances hundreds of copies produced by offset printing. Of the 
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874 volumes reprinted by the reprint publisher J. W. Edwards in 

Ann Arbor, 39o were from Springer-Verlag, in total constituting 
48.6 % by list price of all offered publications. Edwards also 

reprinted war-time volumes of 32 Springer journals [SARKOWS- 

KI (1)]. 

In view of the selective buying of German scientific literature 

by the Allies, publishers in Germany were told in February 1944 
to add the words "May only be delivered within this country" on 

the invoices for books of a "sensitive" nature. But even this 
procedure was doubtful. With the large number of orders that 

were received there was neither time for informed assessments 

nor was there enough knowledgeable personnel to undertake 

them. 

In March 1944 it was demanded that all foreign orders for 
scientific literature published since 1933 were to be shown at 
once to the Reich Chamber of Literature. This order, too, was 

unrealistic. As T6njes Lange wrote to the Propaganda Ministry 

on March 6, 1944, on that day alone orders for 1232 titles had 
arrived from abroad by mid-day. Checking bibliographic data 

and ascertaining availability was a great strain on the already 
much reduced staff. It seems that Lange's remarks prevented the 

issue of such an order. 

The first information about the reprinting in the USA of 

German scientific literature reached the German authorities 
through an advertisement in the English magazine The Book- 

Publisher Titles Vol- Total % 
umes list prices 

Julius Springer 238 390 4357.35 48.6 
Akademische Verlagsges. 48 89 949.85 10.6 
Verlag Chemie 10 45 482.95 5.4 
Walter de Gruyter 12 36 421.95 4.7 
Georg Thieme 9 18 316.05 3.5 
Dr. Theodor Steinkopff 48 47 287.75 3.2 
Urban & Schwarzenberg 2 13 249.00 2.8 
Ferdinand Enke 32 33 240.70 2.7 
Johann Ambrosius Barth 29 31 204.90 2.3 
Gebr. Borntraeger 14 15 198.85 2.2 
S. Hirzel 23 25 180.05 2.0 
Friedr. Vieweg & Sohn 10 10 108.35 1.2 
44 others 114 122 968.90 10.8 

Total 589 874 $ 8966.65 100.0 

List x7 From 1943/44 a large 
amount of German scientific 
literature was microfilmed and 
reprinted in the USA. Springer- 
Verlag was especially affected by 
this and continued to be so by 
the sale of reprints, until the 
196os 
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seller of June 29, 1944. Under the heading "German Technical 
Books" it identified the well-known bookselling and publishing 
firm of H. K. Lewis as supplier of the Edwards reprints in Great 
Britain [RIcI-IARDS (3): 195]. By then, however, it was too late for 
counter-measures. They would, in any case, have been no more 
effective than earlier orders. 

After the destruction of part of the Springer building in an air 
raid, some of the departments had to work in the cellar, while 
book-keeping was partly done at home. The editorial work for 
Klinische Wochenschrift, Die Naturwissenschaften, Der Chirurg 
and Der Militiirarzt was done in the homes of the editors or at 
their institutions. Whole departments had to be moved else- 
where. The illustrators worked in one of the Institutes of the 
Kaiser-Wilhelm-Gesellschaft in Dahlem, where ultimately the 
various journal editorial offices also found space. Contact be- 
tween the various departments was difficult, because telephone 
connections were often disrupted. A messenger service between 
the main premises in Linkstrasse and the branches in Dahlem 
was possible only twice a week because of the fuel restrictions. 
The Berlin railway still functioned best of all. 

By March 1945 the total number of employees had fallen to 
133, two-thirds of them women. At the beginning of April most 
of the work in the Linkstrasse had to stop and only the outlying 
offices continued to function. 

Until the very end official communications maintained the im- 
pression that the war could still be successfully continued. An 
absurd example of this was a circular on March 9, 1945 to the 
members of the Working Group of Scientific Publishers, 
reminding them to send in as soon as possible their list of 
textbooks planned for 1945. Decisions would have to be made by 
the end of March! In the meantime the US troops had crossed 
the Rhine and the Red Army had been at the Oder for two 
months, 75 km from Berlin. 

Production at Springer-Verlag had nearly come to a halt. The 
Leipzig printing firms working for Springer had been largely 
destroyed in the air raid on December 4, 1943, and on March 16, 
1945 H. Sttirtz, the printing plant in Wfirzburg, which had 
worked almost exclusively for Springer-Verlag, was almost 
completely destroyed. Because of the uncertainties of transpor- 
tation and the position of the stock held by the ordering firms, 
the production of the last few months of the war was almost all 
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377 The University Printing Com- 
pany Stiirtz AG in Wiirzburg 
(owned by Springer-Verlag), pre- 
viously untouched by the war, was 
largely destroyed in an air raid on 
March 16, 1945. 

kept at the book-binders.  Twenty two titles were saved and 
began to be sold in 1946. 

After Ferdinand Springer had been forced to leave he had 
been forbidden to have any contact with Springer-Verlag. When 
his house in Pichelsdorf (a suburb in the west of Berlin) had 
been destroyed, there was nothing left to keep him in Berlin. He 
and his wife found shelter on an estate of friends in Pomerania. 
It was here that, on February 23, 1945, Springer was arrested as 
"capitalist" by the occupying Russian Secret Service. The fol- 
lowing dialogue ensued between him and a Russian major, the 
leading interrogator, who spoke some German: 

"What do you do ?" - "I am a scientific publisher." - "What do 
you publish?" - "Numerous scientific journals." - "Please sit 
down and write down their titles." 

Before Springer was able to complete the list, the Russian 
called out: "Enough, in this and in that journal I have published 
myself." It turned out that the major had been professor of 
genetics at a Siberian University. Springer concluded his report 
of the occasion [LB] with the words: "From that day onwards I 
was treated as a friend." 

Under the protection of  the Russian major Springer returned 
to Berlin on May z, 1945, where fighting was still raging, and was 
freed on May 12. It was zero hour for the rebirth of Springer- 
Verlag. 

It is difficult for some people to imagine how Springer-Verlag 
could survive 13 years under national socialism. It withstood 
both the planned breaking up and the forced "aryanisation," 
which other publishers, also classified as Jewish, were not able to 
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escape. It may therefore be appropriate to summarise the events 
that have been described in this chapter: 

�9 The timely inclusion of the loyal and uncompromised co- 
worker T6njes Lange into the management of the firm, which 
in 1935 also involved the part-"aryanisation" of the firm's 
capital. This protected Springer-Verlag for a few years from 
the grasp of party publishing companies and publishers who 
were faithful to the regime. Ferdinand, having been informed 
in time of the planned measures by the government, suc- 
ceeded in preventing the last action of "aryanisation" by 
transferring his shares of the firm to T6njes and Otto Lange. 
This achieved the unavoidable "aryanisation" in accordance 
with the owners' wishes. 

�9 The areas in which Springer-Verlag published were largely 
inaccessible to censorship, so that conflict could be avoided to 
a great extent. From 1933, publishing areas which could have 
created circumstances where conflict or compromise would 
have been unavoidable were consistently avoided, even 
though the firm had previously successfully published in 
them. 

�9 The export achievements and the international reputation of 
Springer-Verlag made the Reich Chamber of Literature shrink 
back from any radical measures like those not spared against 
other publishers classified as Jewish. The interests of the Reich 
Ministry of Economics was an effective help here. 

A New Beginning F ven for a publisher oriented towards the natural sciences the 
military, political, economic and moral collapse of the Third 

Reich had drastic consequences. Many scientists had been 
forced to leave the country, had for years been working abroad 
and were publishing in the language of their host country, most 
of them in English. 

The fighting troops were succeeded by the Allies' search 
teams looking for German specialists who could be employed by 
the victorious nations, e. g. rocket technologists, nuclear physi- 
cists and light-metal experts. Once again the country lost some 
of its leading scientists [BOWER]. AS, according to the Potsdam 
Accord, it was in precisely these areas that research was pro- 
hibited in Germany, there was little alternative for these experts 
but to leave. - German publishers were not allowed at first to 
export any of their publications. This especially hit those 
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oriented towards the natural sciences and were thus export- 
intensive like Springer. In the meantime, important new pub- 
lications and scientific journals from the war years were sold 
world-wide as reprints at bargain prices. 

Traditional German markets, like the Soviet Union, Eastern 
Europe and the Balkans, which in 1932 had accounted for over 
3o % of all export sales, had been almost lost due to the political 
events of the immediate post-war period. The German language, 
until the 193os the linguafranca in many areas of the sciences*, 
was no longer understood by many of the younger scientists. In 
all those countries where German scientific literature had pre- 
viously found its readership, the markets were now dominated 
by English-language publications, especially as these had been 
available on a fairly regular basis even during the war. While 
Springer-Verlag still had to wait for a licence for its primary 
journals, for which there was a special demand, and for the 
necessary printing paper, English-language journals were 
founded in the USA and Britain as well as The Netherlands and 
Scandinavia. They soon also became attractive for German 
scientists. 

These were the conditions in which Springer-Verlag in 1945 
started its work of rebuilding in a destroyed land. Many faithful 
authors, editors, advisers and members  of staff stood by Fer- 
dinand Springer. And soon his cousin Julius, who had been 
forced to resign from the firm in 1935, was able to resume his 
publishing work. Volume II will take up this part of Springer- 
Verlag's history. 

* Before World War II, German had been the scientific lingua franca in 
many countries where German was not the native tongue, such as The 
Netherlands, Scandinavia, east and south-east Europe, as well as the Far 
East (Japan and parts of China). 


