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Pathological angiogenesis is by far the most common aspect of eye diseases. Corneal lesions and inflammatory ocular diseases have a strong angiogenesis component and are the most common causes of visits to ophthalmologists. Proliferative diabetic retinopathy (PDR) and age-related macular degeneration (AMD) affect more than 7 million people in the United States alone. As described elsewhere in this volume, pathological angiogenesis is also an important component of many other diseases of the eye. Controlling blood vessel growth, therefore, offers a unique opportunity to affect a wide spectrum of physiological and pathological functions.
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