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                                    Abstract
The occurrence of right upper quadrant abdominal pain that resembles biliary-like pain in the absence of a gallbladder, known as postcholecystectomy syndrome (PCS), is clinically challenging. This term seems inadequate, as it includes biliary and non-biliary causes, possibly unrelated to cholecystectomy. Biliary causes include bile duct injury (leak and strictures), retained or recurrent stones, spillage of stones into the abdomen during cholecystectomy, gallbladder remnant, papillary stenosis, and sphincter of Oddi dysfunction (SOD). Non-biliary causes include irritable bowel syndrome, functional dyspepsia, acid-related disorders such as peptic ulcer disease and gastroesophageal reflux, pancreatic disease, hepatocellular disorders, coronary artery disease, and musculoskeletal disorders.
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Teaching Questions
Teaching Questions

                	
                    1.
                    
                      A 52-year-old woman presents with biliary-type pain 3 months after cholecystectomy for cholelithiasis and has abnormal liver function tests but no fever or jaundice. Which one of the following is the most likely diagnosis?

	
                        (A)
                        
                          Bile duct injury

                        
                      
	
                        (B)
                        
                          Retained common bile duct stone

                        
                      
	
                        (C)
                        
                          Spillage of stones into the abdomen

                        
                      
	
                        (D)
                        
                          Sphincter of Oddi dysfunction (SOD)

                        
                      


                      
                    
                  
	
                    2.
                    
                      Which one of the following tests should be considered first in the evaluation of the patient described above?

	
                        (A)
                        
                          Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP)

                        
                      
	
                        (B)
                        
                          Transabdominal ultrasonography of the right upper quadrant

                        
                      
	
                        (C)
                        
                          Magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography (MRCP)

                        
                      
	
                        (D)
                        
                          Upper gastrointestinal endoscopy

                        
                      


                      
                    
                  
	
                    3.
                    
                      In a 37-year-old woman, laboratory tests were obtained during two attacks of upper abdominal pain and revealed serum aminotransferases and alkaline phosphatase levels approximately 3 times the upper limits of normal. Between these attacks, the labs were normal. Transabdominal ultrasound was performed revealing a common bile duct diameter of 12 mm with normal-appearing liver and pancreas. Upper endoscopy was also normal. Abdominal CT, MRCP, and endoscopic ultrasound (EUS) were also performed with the only abnormality being a dilated bile duct was found. Non-biliary causes were investigated and nothing was identified. The next step should be which one of the following?

	
                        (A)
                        
                          Sphincter of Oddi manometry

                        
                      
	
                        (B)
                        
                          ERCP with biliary sphincterotomy

                        
                      
	
                        (C)
                        
                          Prescription of sublingual nifedipine

                        
                      
	
                        (D)
                        
                          Surgical sphincterotomy
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