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Imagine a juggler on the “Ed Sullivan Show” who is rewarded according to the number of plates she can spin on the tips of long sticks on a table. The plates are targets of attention and the juggler allocates limited attention between respinning old plates and setting up new plates. Assume that there is an unlimited supply of plates and sticks (and tabletop). As soon as one plate is set spinning, the juggler can set up another one. However, as she continues to set up additional spinning plates, the first one starts to wobble, threatening to fall.
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