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                     Abstract
Research on adenosine has a long history, and since the beginning more than 80 years ago there has been a link to energy metabolism. This is due to the fact that levels of adenosine increase under conditions of relative energy deficiency and that adenosine can have actions that limit this: increase respiration, increase blood flow, and reduce cellular work. There are also effects on intermediary metabolism and on overall energy homeostasis. This minireview provides a brief and personal historical background to these developments.
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