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                                    Abstract
The natural history of nodular mixed lymphocytic-histiocytic (NM) lymphoma is not well defined because of its relative rarity and lack of precise histopathologic definition. Using the Rappaport classification, approximately 10–20% of all non-Hodgkin’s lymphomas will be classified as having nodular mixed histology [1–3]. Historically, nodular mixed lymphoma has been classified as a favorable pathologic subtype with the other nodular lymphomas. In a retrospective review of previously untreated patients with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma referred to Stanford University between 1960 and 1971, Jones et al. [1] observed that the actuarial survival of NM patients was similar to that of nodular lymphocytic poorly differentiated lymphoma (NLPD). Median survival for both histologic subtypes was 7 years and a pattern of continuous late relapse was noted. More recently, the non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma Pathologic Classification Project reported that 8% of the 1153 patients could be classified as having NM histology which was re-named follicular mixed lymphoma [4]. This histologic subtype was placed in the low-grade category of the Working Formulation on the basis of a 5.1 year median survival.
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