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                                    Abstract
Early aggressive surgery is not the universally accepted procedure of choice for the management of recurrent colorectal cancer. Barring patients with multiple, diffuse metastases, surgical excision for cure can be accomplished at a second operation, with one-third of the re-operated patients remaining free of disease indefinitely [1, 2]. Second-look operations and the pre-planned use of carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) to indicate when to operate, though still questioned by some, is now showing significant clinical benefit along with long-term free-of-disease survival in many patients.
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