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                    Abstract
Developmental researchers agree that humans evolved through a process of natural selection. At least, few researchers publicly disagree with that position. However, contemporary developmentalists rarely consider the possible adaptive significance of the behavior they study, nor do they utilize evolutionary theory as a source of research hypotheses. There are several possible explanations for this. One is that most developmentalists are closet Creationists who are opposed to evolutionary explanation on theological grounds. Another is that, having carefully considered the implications of modern evolutionary theory for understanding the aspects of human development that they study, they have concluded that such implications are not discernible. A third possibility is that most developmental researchers simply are not aware of the relevance of evolutionary theory for the study of human development. I think the last possibility is most likely, and that as researchers become aware of how an evolutionary perspective can enrich the study of human development, we will see more research drawing on the insights of developmental sociobiology. This chapter reviews how evolutionary theory has recently been used to generate research hypotheses relevant to human parenting and family behavior. I will not review the concepts underlying developmental sociobiology.
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