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Being a mosaic of its bacterial and eukaryal relatives, archaeal RNase P presents an attractive model for biochemical and structural comparative studies. The archaeal RNase P RNA subunit is more conserved with the bacterial counterpart, but its protein subunits share homology only with those associated with the eukaryal RNase P. This review summarizes recent advances in understanding protein-aided RNA catalysis in archaeal RNase P, and highlights findings that exemplify the diversity of RNase P and the dynamic co-evolution of this catalytic ribonucleoprotein complex.
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