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                                    Researchers have begun to investigate the use of statistical and machine learning methods for question answering. These techniques require training data, usually in the form of question/answer sets. In this chapter, we describe a reverse-engineering procedure that can be used to generate question/answer sets automatically from ordinary text corpora. Our technique identifies sentences that are good candidates for question/answer extraction, extracts the portions of the sentence corresponding to the question and the answer, and then transforms the information into an actual question and answer. Using this procedure, a collection of questions and answers can be automatically generated from any text corpus. One key benefit of this automatic procedure is that question/answer sets can be easily generated from domain-specific corpora, creating training data which could be used to build a Q/A system tailored for a specific domain.
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