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If Mcluhan’s thesis challenged the orthodox denigration of mass culture that dominated liberal, conservative and Marxist theorising, the writings of new journalists such as Tom Wolfe brushed aside the rigid moral and sociological categories of high, middle and low, and sought to reveal the myriad and differing behaviour patterns, styles, and subcultures that he believed were the actual stuff of mass culture. Instead of mass culture and behaviour appearing as monolithic, increasingly standardised consumer responses, firmly controlled and manipulated by the culture industries, an alternative model and image of America began to emerge. Dwight Macdonald had anticipated this alternative model when revising his initial rejection of mass culture. This revision ‘is a compromise between the conservative and liberal proposals’ as to how to preserve artistic quality in a mass society. Macdonald’s optimistic revision is based:

                on the recent discovery — since 1945 — that there is not One Big Audience but rather a number of smaller, more specialised audiences that may be commercially profitable... The mass audience is divisible, we have discovered — and the more it is divided, the better. (AAG, p. 73)

              


The range of subcultures and specialised activities that appear in Tom Wolfe’s own writings and those of a number of writers he included in his anthology The New Journalism mirrors Macdonald’s model of an energetic cultural pluralism.
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